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John Oxenham 


FOREWORD 


Our Lord and Ours. Ours is stewardship. When 
Jesus becomes our Lord, we become his stewards. There 
can be no Lordship on the part of Jesus without steward- 
ship on the part of his followers. Lordship implies stew- 
ardship; one cannot exist without the other. The call to 
acknowledge Lordship is a call to accept stewardship. 
Confessedly stewardship is a vastly comprehensive con- 
ception. Its breadth and reach are too great for its full 
treatment in such a manual as we here propose. 

Stewardship in Missions. We therefore limit ourselves 
to the discussion of stewardship as it may find expression 
in the missionary extension of Christ’s realm. “As every 
man hath received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God” (1 Peter 4: 10). This ministry of stewardship 
is thus primarily a missionary ministry. Beginning in 
one’s own community and over against one’s own house 
it will not stay its efforts and its gifts until it reaches 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Missions must wait upon stewardship. Mission zeal 
can never go beyond stewardship loyalty. Stewardship 
is the handmaiden of missions. Mission movements halt 
because they have not been supported by stewardship 
teaching and practice. Giving, persistent and perennial 
giving, must base itself upon stewardship. If the Chris- 
tian world would produce a generation of givers, the 
Christian world must first produce a generation of 


stewards. This manual has been written under the convic- 
tion that a supreme need of present-day Christianity is 
to set stewardship in the center of all missionary en- 
deavor. Missions is of course conceived in the broad 
sense, as beginning in the support of one’s own church 
and the sending of the gospel message through that 
church into all the world. “God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself.” Christ is in the believer 
on that same reconciling mission; for every believer 
“the field is the world.” 


For those who will teach this manual, a Teacher’s Guide 
is provided. The Guide offers suggestions, outlines, illus- 
trations and other helpful material. It will be sent with- 
out charge to class teachers on request addressed to the 
Church Admimstration Department, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, Tennessee. 

P. E. B. 


DIRECTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF THIS BOOK 


1. Lesson Assignments. 

Ordinarily one chapter will constitute a proper lesson 
assignment. Classes in training schools may have eight 
lesson periods, using one period for review and one for 
the examination, thus utilizing the usual ten periods. 

2. Examinations. 

(1) The teacher will conduct a written examination 
at the close of the study of the book. 

(2) The questions may be selected by the class teacher 
from the list of questions given at the close of the book. 
The teacher will ask that each one sign this statement: 
“T have neither given nor received help during this ex- 
amination.” 

(3) Members of the class will be asked to answer the 
questions at one sitting without the textbook or help of 
any kind. 

(4) The class teacher will examine the papers of the 
class, and on blanks, which will be furnished for the 
purpose, will send the names of those who make the re- 
quired grade of 70 per cent to the Department of Church 
Administration, Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
Tennessee. The proper award will be sent. 

3. Individual Students May Pursue the Study in Their 
Own Way. 

When they are ready for examination they will apply 
for a list of questions with necessary instructions. The 
questions will be selected from the list given at the close 
of the book. 


OURS: STEWARDSHIP 


For the case is that of a man going abroad, who summoned 
his servants and handed over his property to them; to one he 
gave twelve hundred pounds, to another five hundred, and to 
another two hundred and fifty; each got according to his ca- 
pacity. Then the man went abroad. . . . Now a long time 
afterwards the master of those servants came back and settled 
accounts with them.—Matthew 25: 14, 15, 19 (Moffatt’s Transla- 
tion). 

The story is simple, easy, transparent. We love it, as 
we love other stories which Jesus related, because it is so 
simple and easy. It was a story made familiar by fre- 
quent repetition in Christ’s day. The man owned slaves. 
He owned them. They were slaves. They had no right 
to own property. They were themselves property. The 
master, wishing to make a long journey into a distant 
land, called these servants and delivered to them his 
goods. To one he gave $6,000; to another he gave $2,500; 
to another he gave $1,250. He gave to each one accord- 
ing to his demonstrated ability. They knew well what 
was expected of them, because such transactions were not 
uncommon in that day. The master trusted them. He 
left no overseer. There were no detectives; there was no 
espionage. The servants were to have their living and 
each was to determine for himself just what were his 
living needs. After a long time the master came back 
and settled accounts with the servants. 


[11] 
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The man going abroad is the Lord Jesus. The servants 
are the followers of Jesus. The entrusted goods are the 
properties, the material substance, which the Lord gives 
to his followers. The properties thus held by our Lord’s 
followers remain the properties of their Lord. Believers 
in Jesus are thus to hold their material possessions as 
entrustments from God. 


The story finds nothing in present-day life which can 
parallel it and by which we can interpret it. Slaves in 
the Oriental lands were often intelligent, industrious, and 
entirely dependable. Thus Joseph was at one time a 
slave in the house of Potiphar, and we are told that 
Joseph’s master “left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; 
and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he 
did eat” (Gen. 39: 6). 


This is the New Testament teaching concerning stew- 
ardship. Jesus makes it so clear that he who runs may 
read. Believers are not owners. They are themselves 
owned. Their possessions are not their own; they belong 
to God. The early church measured up to this standard: 
“And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that 
ought of the things which he possessed was his own” 
(Acts 4: 32). 


Paul caught up the same teaching and passed it on. 
It was his custom to sign himself the “slave” of Jesus. 
This was no pious pretense. Paul’s daily attitude, his 
constant bearing, was that of a slave purchased by the 
Lord Jesus. He said to the Corinthians: “Ye are not 
your own; ye are bought with a price.” Believers, bought 
with the precious blood of Jesus, belong to God. Since 
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they are God’s, their property, their material substance, 
is likewise God’s. They are not owners; they are stew- 
ards. They are not owners; they are trustees. Theirs 
is God’s. There is a difference between ownership and 
possession. This is the clear teaching of the New Testa- 
ment. 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


The Old Testament likewise rings clear as regards 
God’s ownership and man’s stewardship. “In the begin- 
ning God created the heavens and the earth.” God cre- 
ated the earth. It is therefore his own. He created it 
for purposes dear to himself. It is his own. When God 
had created the man and the woman he blessed them and 
said unto them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Gen. 1: 
28). There is no hint here that God ever relinquished his 
claims or gave up his ownership. There is not such a hint 
anywhere in the Scriptures. Man is to subdue and have 
dominion. He has not been unfaithful here. In ways 
which are marvelous man has subdued and has exercised 
dominion. In the depths beneath the surface of land and 
sea, in the air, everywhere, man has triumphed and sub- 
dued. He wields power and exercises dominion. He has 
literally and wonderfully obeyed the divine injunction. 
He has not failed to subdue and have dominion. Alas, 
that he should so far and so often have forgotten God’s 
ownership and that he should have obscured his own 


stewardship. 
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God wrote into the Levitical system this teaching; he 
everywhere emphasized the fact of his ownership. The 
land? It was to be God’s forever. “The land is mine” 
(Lev. 25: 23). Lest the people of Israel should forget 
and seek to claim the land as their own, God ordered 
that in every fiftieth year any parcel of land which, 
through misfortune or shiftlessness, had been alienated 
should revert to its original holder. 

In Israel’s book of Psalms, the divine Spirit declares, 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof; the 
world and they that dwell therein.” Thus God’s owner- 
ship of the land is declared anew. “The earth is the 
Lord’s.” And not only does the land belong to God, but 
“the fulness thereof.” Its fruits, its products, its fulness, 
also belong to God. 

In one of the most memorable of his addresses, Moses 
enumerates the wonderful things which God had wrought 
for Israel. He reaches the highest height when he says, 
“But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God; for he it is 
that giveth thee power to get wealth” (Deut. 8: 18). 

David, in his memorable prayer, offered in connection 
with the building of the temple (Chron. 29), beautifully 
recognizes divine ownership. 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power .. . and 
the majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is 
thine; thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as 
head above all; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all . . . But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 


thee . . . O Lord our God, all this store . . . cometh 
of thine hand, and is all thine own. 


Personality 
You are not yourown 
ICor.6:19,20 


All things are GodS| It is He that giveth 
PSALM 24:1 | thee power to get 
HAGGAI 2:8 | DEUT.8:17,18 


KEPT FOR THE MASTERS USE 
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Tue Basis ror Gop’s CLAIM OF OWNERSHIP 


Our Lord’s ownership and his claim on his followers as 
stewards are based primarily on creation, redemption, 
and providence. 

1. Creation. God created all men and all things. Thus 
God became the rightful owner of all men and all things. 
Since God calls men into being and creates all material 
wealth, he is the owner of all. This creative work of 
God was prompted by grace. His purpose of grace can 
only be realized when men acknowledge his ownership 
and live as stewards. 

2. Redemption. The fact that God created all men 
and all things is sufficient to justify his claim of owner- 
ship and his demand for stewardship. But God in in- 
finite grace goes further and redeems men. He gave his 
only begotten Son as a ransom; “who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body.” Our Lord paid the purchase 
price and redeemed men. Thus he confirmed and 
strengthened his claim of ownership. Through Paul he 
said, “Ye are not your own; ye are bought with a price.” 
Our Lord’s right of ownership and our obligation of 
stewardship are not mere theories; they are not figures of 
speech. They are deep verities; they are real and vital 
facts. 

3. Providence. Our Lord upholds all things with the 
might of his power. He holds the earth and the sun and 
the planets in their courses. He gives his children food 
and raiment, with all needed blessings. From him comes 
down every good and perfect gift. Thus our Lord rein- 
forces his claims on his people. 

Isaiah suggests this three-fold basis of claim on the 
part of Jehovah in chapter 43: 1. 
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(1) Creation: “But now thus saith the Lord that cre- 
ated thee.” 

(2) Redemption: “Fear not; for I have redeemed 
thee.” 

(3) Providence: “I have called thee by thy name; 
thou art mine.” 

Thus God’s claims upon us are well based. These 
claims could easily be supported in any court of justice. 
No judge and no jury would hesitate to uphold them. 
No attorney would doubt as to the outcome of a trial 
testing these claims. The case is going to trial daily and 
believers are themselves the judge, the jury. Theoreti- 
cally the right verdict is clear; practically and actually 
God’s claims are all too often denied. 


Mr. Brown 1n A MopERN PARABLE 


Mr. Brown is a thrifty farmer. His books, just closed, 
show that his profits amounted to something more than 
$2,000 for the past year. Whose money is this? Mr. 
Brown will say, “It is mine.” Well, it stands to his 
credit in the bank. Farther back lies the question, Whose 
farm is this? Mr. Brown will promptly answer, “It is 
mine.” Let us see. Ten years ago Mr. Brown purchased 
that farm. For five years he paid on the debt and grad- 
ually reduced it until the mortgage was removed. His 
friends congratulated him; his family was happy. Since 
that time Mr. Brown has many times walked over the 
farm and noted its water courses and its fertility. Secret- 
ly he has said, “It is mine.” But is it Mr. Brown’s? 
Has Mr. Brown forgotten the word of Jehovah, “The 
land is mine,” “The earth is the Lord’s”? When did God 
relinquish the ownership of that farm to someone else? 
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Once the Indians held it. The whites drove them off. 
Perhaps the state made a “grant” of that land. But did 
the state own it? The state merely guarantees the title 
and protects Mr. Brown in its possession. Mr. Brown is 
a God-fearing man. When he thinks things through he 
will say, ‘““The farm is God’s.” He will write across the 
title deed, “The earth is the Lord’s.” 

But this fruit of the farm? That is different. Again 
Mr. Brown says, “That is mine.” Yes, it is the fruit of 
his own toil. But is it Mr. Brown’s? Does he forget the 
word which says, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof”? Who gave Mr. Brown power to get this wealth? 
Who gave the rain, the snow, the sunshine? When Mr. 
Brown thinks again, he will bow his head and say, “I was 
wrong. I spoke hastily. The year’s profits, along with 
the farm itself, belong to God. It is God that giveth me 
power to get wealth.” This farmer will not forget that 
he brought nothing into the world and that he is to take 
nothing out. God is supreme owner. Mr. Brown merely 
acts as God’s agent, God’s steward. 

In theory we cheerfully accept it. God is owner; I am 
God’s trustee, God’s steward. In theory—yes it is easy. 
The words slip glibly from our lips. The parable of 
Jesus—the parable of the entrusted property? Yes, it 
is simple and transparent. Transparent? Yes, it seems 
transparent and easy and simple. But there are depths 
which lie hidden beneath the surface. It is a hard word; 
who can bear it? The believer cannot “own’’ property. 
He is himself the slave of another. Himself with all that 
he possesses or acquires belongs to God. As a theory it 
is beautiful. Did Jesus really mean it? It is in direct 
conflict with the drift of human thought. Is it visionary? 
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Ig it impractical? Let Jesus’ own life interpret 
his teaching. Let the life of Paul interpret. Let your 
own heart speak out of its depths. It is a hard saying, 
who can bear it? “It is as high as heaven, what canst 
thou do; deeper than hell, what canst thou know?” 


PROPERTY IS ONE’sS SELF 


My property! What does Jesus say of it? What 
claims has God upon it? The word itself gives no light. 
“Property” is from the Latin, propria, which is our word 
proper. It is what is proper to a man, like his proper 
name. It is material substance which is proper to a man, 
which stands in a distinct and special relation to him. 
One’s property is really one’s self. Dr. A. F. Schauffler 
said it so well that we all follow him. I am, we will 
say, a laborer. My service is worth three dollars per 
day. I contract with some man and labor six days. 
Saturday night I receive eighteen dollars. That eighteen 
dollars is myself. It is my muscle, my very self. It is 
a week of myself. I walk down home with a week of 
myself in my pocket. 

I am aclerk. I work all the week. Saturday night I 
receive forty dollars. I walk home with a week of my- 
self in my pocket. 

I am owner and manager of a department store. My 
responsibilities are great and my earnings are correspond- 
ingly great. At the end of the week I receive $500. That 
is myself. That is cne week of myself. 

Since property is myself and since I have acknowledged 
God as my owner and my sovereign, my property is God’s 
and to God I must give an accounting for its use and its 
management. 
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CrrTAIN EssENTIAL DIFFICULTIES 


We face difficulties in our effort to grasp the full mean- 
ing of stewardship. Some difficulties arise out of our 
preconceived ideas of property and property rights. 
These ideas are the result of many blending streams. 
Our conceptions, or rather our misconceptions, of prop- 
erty rights are the result of a blending of pagan with 
Christian ideals. Our present civilization is a melting- 
pot into which have been poured many distinct philoso- 
phies. Currents out of many countries and many ages 
are meeting in our time. It is difficult to distinguish be- 
tween deposits which are pagan and those which are 
Christian. 

Someone tells of an Irishman who was asked for direc- 
tion to the town of Ballentine. He hesitated a moment 
and then said, “Sure, and if it was to Ballentine I was 
going, it is not from here that I would be starting.” It 
must be somewhat similar with us as we seek to know 
the mind of Jesus with reference to property. We can 
only go where we ought to go by harking back to the 
first century and taking our place beside our Lord to 
hear what he has to say and to let him lead us where he 
will. 

Not the least among the difficulties which we must en- 
counter lies in the language upon which we must depend 
for the conveyance of our ideas. Our language, like our 
ideas, is tinged with pagan conceptions. I speak of ours. 
Then I.must pause to say that ours is not ours; ours is 
our Lord’s. I speak of property. But our conception of 
property is essentially pagan and not Christian. I must 
therefore pause to say that property is not really prop- 
erty. Believers have no real property rights. They are 
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themselves owned; they cannot really own. For believ- 
ers, “to own is to owe.” Believers are not their own; 
they are bought with a price. Believers may possess, but 
they cannot own. We must mark the distinction between 
possession and ownership. 


Jesus Facep Tuese DIFFICULTIES 


Our Lord clearly felt the same difficulty regarding lan- 
guage as we ourselves feel. The language of his day, 
like the language of our day, did not lend itself to con- 
veying clearly the great thoughts which he wished to ex- 
press. For this reason, we may well believe, our Lord 
resorted to the use of parables. Parables are pictures, 
and pictures speak a universal language. People of all 
times and all languages can interpret pictures and under- 
stand their meaning. This may account for the fact that 
our Lord when he would teach concerning property pre- 
sented his teaching in parables. Here is a living picture. 
We have seen it before. It will help us to look at it 
again. 

Why, it is like a man who, when going on his travels, called 
his servants and entrusted his property to their care. To one 
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one—to each 
according to his capacity; and then started from home.—Matthew 
25: 14, 15 (Weymouth’s Translation). 

One can scarcely miss the meaning of the picture. The 
master owns the servants. He entrusts “his property” to 
their care. The property was his before he gave it to 
the servants and, of course, it was his after he gave it 
to them. After a lapse of time the master of those ser- 
vants returned and had a reckoning with them. He asked 
his servants to give back to him what he had entrusted 
to them. They had a right to a living and they must 
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themselves determine the scale of this living, but they 
must return to the master that which is his own. 

Our property is ours by grace. There is a glorious 
old doctrine of salvation by grace. In this doctrine the 
Lord’s people have gloried through the ages. There is 
a similar and consequent doctrine of property. It is by 
grace. Property, like salvation, is not of works lest any 
man should boast. Property, like salvation, must be 
worked out with fear and trembling. It is grace that 
bestows the power to get wealth, and we hold wealth 
only by grace. 


STEWARDSHIP LEVELS Up 


The stewardship which Jesus taught levels up all prop- 
erty and makes it all equally the Lord’s. It likewise 
levels up all time and makes all time equally the Lord’s. 
Not one-seventh of our time alone belongs to God, but 
all of our time. Jesus lifted all the days and gave them 
a high sanctity. Monday is sacred to work, while Sun- 
day is sacred to rest. Jesus counts work as holy as rest. 
Monday is devoted to labor, while Sunday is sacred to 
worship; but there may be as sincere worship in the labor 
of Monday as in the public service of Sunday. Jesus 
leveled up the days and made them all sacred. He claims 
as his own all of the days. Likewise Jesus reckons all 
property and all possessions as his own. We may not 
say that any part is his, if in doing so we imply that 
other parts are not his. That which we keep for our own 
use is hig and is to be held as sacred as that which we 
lay on the altar for his special service. Our Lord’s teach- 
ing and claim of ownership obliterates distinctions 
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between the secular and the sacred. He claims all time 
and all property as his own and thus makes all sacred. 


Some May Br Excusep 


This teaching concerning God’s ownership and man’s 
stewardship is fundamental. It is of the essence of 
Christ’s gospel; stewardship is discipleship. We cannot 
make men Christ’s disciples without making them 
Christ’s stewards. There are four men who may possibly 
plead immunity from the binding claims of stewardship. 
These are: 

(1) The imbecile. He is not capable of understand- 
ing. He is to be excused. 

(2) The atheist. The man who denies the being of 
God cannot be expected to recognize God’s ownership 
nor his own stewardship. 

(3) The criminal. The man who openly flouts law 
and defies God can hardly be expected to acknowledge his 
stewardship relation to God. 

(4) The unbeliever. The man who lives in open re- 
bellion toward God, who refuses to trust and serve him, 
cannot be expected to honor God as the supreme owner 
or to accept his own obligation as a trustee of God. 

We have suggested that God’s claims of ownership rest 
on creation, redemption, and providence. Men who reject 
Christ’s redemption are still bound by the claims of 
creation and providence. Does a rejection of the salva- 
tion purchased by the death of God’s Son relieve from 
the claims of God which are based on the facts of crea- 
tion and providence? Surely for the man who accepts 
and loves God, there should be no need for argument. 
It should be natural and inevitable for such a man to 
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acknowledge God as the great owner and to confess him- 
self the willing and obedient servant of God. 

The heart of man cries out for some greater being to 
own, to control. A sense of our complete dependence on 
God must bring comfort and strength as it must also be 
pleasing to God. A little child was lost on the busy 
downtown streets of a large city. A big policeman 
drew the child to him, quieted his sobs, and sought to 
learn who he was. At first the child was shy and re- 
luctant to talk. At last, won by the kind voice and man- 
ner of the officer, the child said, “I belong to Dr. S——” 
It so happened that Dr. S—— was one of the best known 
physicians in the city. As a matter of fact, the child 
was a grandson of the great physician. Passing by his 
father and mother he somehow felt a sense of security in 
declaring that he belonged to the well-known doctor. A 
few minutes later the child was safe in the arms of his 
grandfather. He told his simple story of how he missed 
his way and was lost, of how the big officer found him 
and wanted to know to whom he belonged. “And what 
did you tell the officer?” The child nestled close and 
said, “I told him I belonged to you.” With a touch of 
pride the great man folded the child to his heart. He 
took the child at his word and from that hour counted 
him as belonging to himself. 

Is there not that in the great Father heart of God which 
will respond if in a simple sense of helpless dependence 
we proclaim to ourselves and to the world that we belong 
to God? 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE 


i] 

1 

1 

H 

H 1. I acknowledge God’ as the real owner of all my 

property. 

i 2. I count myself God’s steward responsible to him 

for all that I possess. 

! In recognition of God’s ownership and of my steward- 

ship, constrained by the love of Christ, and prompted 

' by a sense of gratitude and a desire to worship God, 

I agree to give % of my income into my Lord’s 

' treasury for the extension of his earthly kingdom. 
ry 

i] 

H 

1 

1 

H 

H 


II 
OURS: PARTNERSHIP 


For it is like a man going into another country, who sum- 
moned his slaves, and committed his property to their care. To 
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another, one—to 
each according to his individual ability—and then set out on 
his travels. 

After a long time the master of those slaves came, and de- 
manded a reckoning with them—Matthew 25: 14, 15, 19 (Cen- 
tenary Translation). 


We may start in this chapter exactly where we started 
in the last chapter. The man in the parable called his 
slaves and committed his property to their care—to each 
according to his ability. After a long time the master 
came back and demanded of those slaves a reckoning. 
Thus the story stands out before us. There is in it all 
that we set forth in the last chapter—our Lord’s owner- 
ship and the stewardship of his followers. Looking a 
little longer and a little deeper we find more in this 
story. There is something warmer and more intimate. 
There is friendship and fellowship. Look deep into the 
story. See the wonderful goodness of the master. He 
places large sums in the hands of his slaves. He gives 
them absolute freedom. They may barter and trade as 
they will. They may live out of the profits and they 
may determine the scale and manner of their living. 
When the master returns for the accounting he does not 
selfishly take from them what they possess. Rather he 
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entrusts to them larger properties, promotes them to 
higher responsibilities. Who would not gladly serve such 
a master? The master is not exploiting his servants; 
he is not using them for his own gain. Clearly he is 
managing his affairs with reference to the welfare of his 
servants. He is leading them on to larger achievement 
and to more worthy possession. 


Our Lorp TracuEes PARTNERSHIP 


What a picture is this! The Lord in his vast com- 
passion plans, if they will only work into his plan, to 
do ever larger things for his followers. There is here 
ownership and stewardship. But there is something 
deeper, richer, sweeter. There is partnership. Our Lord 
condescends to enter into partnership with his disciples. 
He furnishes the capital and much more. He asks them 
to accept him as a partner. What dullness if men should 
see in this story only a designing and selfish master. One 
of the servants saw in his master only a hard and selfish 
man. Read the story again. Read all of it. See the 
light in his eye and hear the thrill in his voice as the 
master says to the first servant, “You have been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will set you over many things; 
enter into your master’s joy.” 

Note the last statement; enter into your master’s joy. 
Hear him say exactly the same thing to the man who 
instead of five talents had received only two; “enter into 
your master’s joy.” It is easy to see that this man was 
in business largely for the benefit of his servants. The 
prosperity and promotion of his servants was his joy. 
He entered into partnership with his slaves and con- 
ducted business for their development. 
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What a picture is this! The Lord enters into partner- 
ship with his servants. He provides the basal capital, 
he gives the conditions which are essential to success. 
He trusts his partners to determine the nature and scale 
of their living; he leaves the partners to decide what 
portion of the profits they will give back to him. Ex- 
quisitely beautiful is this story. And how like the won- 
derful Saviour! First he went to the cross to die for 
men. Then he makes men his partners in business. 
What could be more blessed than this matchless grace? 

We said that the incident which Jesus related was 
familiar to his hearers. We were wrong. In some of 
its elements it was familiar to them. In others it was 
not. Who ever knew a master to deliver to his slaves 
large sums of money and go absolutely away for a long 
time, and then on his return receive their reports and 
bestow on them incomparably larger sums? Even the 
richest of men can hardly be expected thus to conduct 
their business. This story of Jesus was without parallel 
in his day or in any other. He deliberately drew this 
unparalleled picture because that which he wished to 
teach had no parallel. There was never anything like 
this marvelous grace of our Master who calls men into 
partnership, commits to them his goods, gives them a free 
hand and permits them to trade freely in the world’s 
marts. 

Such is the partnership which Jesus offers. Did Jesus 
mean that we should take him seriously? Are these ideas 
to be actually applied in our property affairs? We have 
seen an.oriental picture; let us see a modern picture. 
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Mr. Grant anv His PARTNERS 


Mr. Grant is a prosperous dairyman. His contented 
herds and his well-kept farm attest his energy and in- 
dicate his thrift. Mr. Grant runs the business in his 
own name, J. M. Grant. He has no partner. The profits 
are therefore all his own. He has just closed his books 
and cast his annual balance. He has had a good year. 
He has made $3,000 during the past year. Whose money 
is this? Ask Mr. Grant and he will quickly tell you 
whose money it is. It stands to Mr. Grant’s credit in 
the village bank; it belongs to Mr. Grant. 

We have said that Mr. Grant has no partner. Is this 
true? Did Mr. Grant alone produce that $3,000? Has 
he really no partner? We spoke too fast. Mr. Grant 
has two partners. In reality his business title should be 
J. M. Grant & Company. As we shall soon see, his part- 
ners made indispensable contribution and were most im- 
portant factors in the year’s prosperity. 

There is certainly one partner which Mr. Grant should 
not forget. How shall we describe this partner? Some- 
times we call this partner the public. The community 
in which Mr. Grant lives together with the larger realm 
of which that community is a part—let us call it for 
want of a better designation—let us call it socuety. Now 
Mr. Grant has had society for his partner. And what 
has society furnished in his business? Really it would 
be simpler to tell what society has not furnished. So- 
ciety has offered Mr. Grant a market from which to buy 
and a market into which to sell. What could Mr. Grant 
have done without these markets which society has 
offered? Society has protected Mr. Grant in life and 
property. Without this protection offered by the public 
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neither his life nor his property would have been safe 
for an hour. Society provides the hard surfaced roads 
over which Mr. Grant takes his produce to the markets. 
Society provides educational and religious privileges for 
Mr. Grant and his family. Society brings water into his 
home and barns. Society brings light to his household. 
In a word, what is there that Mr. Grant and his family 
enjoy which is not directly or indirectly provided by 
society? 

Mr. Grant’s farm? It is worth $15,000. Who makes 
it worth $15,000? Suppose that farm was in the heart 
of an arid desert. Suppose it was in the center of an 
uninhabitable island. It would not be worth one dollar. 
It is society that makes Mr. Grant’s farm worth $15,- 
000. It is society, Mr. Grant’s partner, that enabled him 
to make $3,000 during the past year. Alone on a desert 
island Mr. Grant could not make a dollar in a hundred 
years. Apart from society there is no money and can 
be none. Society has been Mr. Grant’s partner and 
society must continue to be his partner. 

Has not Mr. Grant another partner? Let us hope that 
Mr. Grant gladly and gratefully recognizes the fact. 
Whether he does or not, Mr. Grant has a silent partner. 
Ii is God. It is his Lord. We spoke of Mr. Grant’s 
farm. Is that farm really his? “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof.” Jehovah is still saying, “The 
land is mine.” God who is a partner with Mr. Grant 
has furnished the farm. Is that all that God has fur- 
nished? Has not God given Mr. Grant every breath he 
has drawn? Suppose that God had for any single mo- 
ment withdrawn his sustaining power. God has given 
the fertility of the soil, the sunshine and the rains. God 
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has blessed the cattle and the sheep and has caused them 
to multiply. As with society, so with God, it would 
not be easy to list the things which God has furnished 
in this partnership. 

It is Mr. Grant plus society plus God. It is J. M. 
Grant and Company. Mr. Grant’s business represents 
a triple partnership. So does every man’s business rep- 
resent a triple partnership. 

Whose is this profit of $3,000 which is in the village 
bank to the credit of J. M. Grant? Certainly a part of 
that profit belongs to Mr. Grant. He has put in the 
labor of his body and of his brain. He is to have his 
share. It is in his hands; he can be trusted to care for 
his own interests. A part of that $3,000 belongs to 
society. The tax collector will come around and collect 
from Mr. Grant something of what is due society. But 
Mr. Grant is not to get off so lightly. Every time he 
makes a purchase he will pay society a profit and thus 
he will recognize the partnership of society. He pays 
$100 for a wagon; the raw material cost $10; he pays 
$90 to society for what it has done. He pays $40 for 
a suit of clothes; the raw material is worth $5; he 
pays society $35. Mr. Grant purchases a radio; the raw 
material is worth $10; he pays society $90. In every 
purchase which Mr. Grant and his family make from 
chewing gum to automobile, Mr. Grant pays a substan- 
tial part to his partner, society. This partner does not 
wait for Mr. Grant to declare dividends; it constantly 
and faithfully makes collection of its share of the profits 
of the farm. 

What of Mr. Grant’s other partner, his Silent Part- 
ner? His Lord stands back and waits. He trusts Mr. 
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Grant. He leaves the question of his share to Mr. Grant’s 
heart and conscience. He is the supreme factor in the 
prosperity of the business. He owns the farm. He went 
out to Calvary and shed his blood to save Mr. Grant 
from eternal death. He has rights, but he will not press 
them. He leaves it with Mr. Grant; “every man, as he 
purposeth in his own heart.” 

In this study of the relations and obligations involved 
in modern business life, we have found the idea of part- 
nership inherent and inevitable. No man can conduct 
his business alone. Every man has two partners, so- 
ciety and God. Every dollar acquired is owned jointly 
by the business man and society and God; an equitable 
distribution must be made among the three joint owners. 
This conception clearly involves far-reaching conse- 
quences. Is it mere theory which cannot be practically 
applied in the daily affairs of life? With this as with 
all other practical problems we may well turn to the 
teaching of Jesus. 


Jesus FurtHEeR TEACHES PARTNERSHIP 


The Jews of our Lord’s day were much concerned 
about taxes. They were oppressed. The Roman govern- 
ment exacted tribute which burdened and all but crushed 
the people. The idea of rebellion or insurrection was 
constantly in the minds of the people and was doubtless 
often discussed in secret conclaves. Should the people 
continue to pay the exorbitant tax to the Roman king 
or should they refuse and take the consequences which 
would be inevitable? It was the livest question of the 
day. The shrewd leaders, the astute controversialists 
who were bent on destroying Jesus saw here their 


STEWARDSHIP IN MISSIONS 33 


opportunity. They would weave a snare about him and 
compass his downfall. At last they have found a trap 
from which he cannot possibly escape. It was deadly 
and diabolical. They would ask Jesus a question at a 
time when the multitude was present. The sentiment 
of the time permitted no evasion and brooked no hesita- 
tion in the face of a clear and fair question. This is the 
question which they determined to ask Jesus, “Is it law- 
ful to pay tribute to Caesar or not?” Here was a ques- 
tion both clear and fair. It was deep in the hearts of 
the oppressed people. 

You will observe how subtle was their question, how 
clever was their plan. If Jesus replied in the affirmative 
and declared that tribute ought to be paid to the hated 
Romans, the people would be angry; they would reject 
him. If Jesus replied in the negative and said, “No, our 
nation ought not to pay tribute to the foreign ruler,’— 
then the Roman government would quickly lay hands 
on him as a traitor and insurrectionist. No more clever 
or diabolical trap was ever laid. Doubtless the disciples 
instantly perceived the peril. Seeing no way out, they 
must have held their breath. What would Jesus say? 
What could he say? He had always baffled and beaten 
his opponents, but what could he say now? Did their 
hearts beat fast and their cheeks burn? It was a 
supremely crucial moment. 

What did Jesus do? He quietly asked for the loan 
of a Roman coin. He had no money on his person. 
When the coin was handed him he held it up and said, 
“Whose image is this and whose superscription is here?” 
There was a general murmur; “Caesar’s.” Then Jesus 
said, “Render (give back) to Caesar that which is 
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Caesar’s and render (give back) to God that which is 
God’s.” Between human government and God, there 
can be no conflict. They are both partners in every 
business. Each makes contribution to every business 
and to each every man is debtor. Caesar means govern- 
ment and government is one of the provinces of society. 
Jesus is therefore stating with clear and final emphasis 
the proposition which we have set forth, namely, that 
every business man has two partners; one is society and 
the other is God. We are to render, return, to each ac- 
cording to his just due. Ah, Jesus had walked out of 
the cleverly-laid trap. He had broken the thongs which 
his enemies wove about him as if they had been twine. 
He had not only escaped from their trap, but he had 
set forth a fundamental principle which may solve many 
problems. 


Tue Ricu Foou Forcor His Partners 


Jesus spoke a parable. The story, filled out just a bit, 
runs about as follows: A certain man with the help of 
his two partners, society and God, grew rich. His ground 
brought forth plentifully. And he thought within him- 
self, saying, “I will now recognize my partners and make 
a proper distribution of my goods.” No—he did not say 
that; he wanted to hoard his goods. ‘What shall I do 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?” 
Then he said, “This will I do; I will pull down my barns 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods. And I will say unto my soul, “Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink and be merry!” Society and God have been 
his faithful partners. They have largely produced his 
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wealth. He forgets both and talks of my fruits, my 
barns, my goods, as if they were his alone. God is patient 
and long-suffering. Our Lord likens himself to a gar- 
dener. He stays the axeman about to cut down the tree 
and says, “Spare it; I want to dig about it and fertilize 
it; perchance it will yet bear fruit.’”’ God is patient. But 
his spirit shall not always strive with men. There is a 
limit even to God’s long suffering. When the rich man’s 
arrogance and assumption reach their height, God 
speaks. It is like a bolt from a clear sky. God speaks, 
his long silent partner, his patient long-suffering partner, 
speaks: “Fool!” The word rings down the ages, “Fool!” 
This is what God thinks and says of the man who for- 
gets his partners. This man forgot and denied society 
and God and thought he could get away with it. He did 
get away with it for a little season. Then God looked 
out of his heaven and said, “Fool.” It is right hard for 
you and me to keep from saying it, too, isn’t it? ‘Fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee; then whose 
shall these things be? So is every one that layeth up 
riches for himself and forgets his partners.” 


Dives LIKEwIseE Forcot His PARTNERS 


Again Jesus spoke another parable. His teaching is 
rich and abundant as regards partnership. There was 
a certain rich man who dressed like a king and ate 
banquets every day. Society and God had made him 
rich. And society brought one of its wards, named Laza- 
rus, and laid him at the rich man’s gate. Thus society 
made mute plea to the man whom it had made rich. 
Forgetting society and its ward, the rich man enjoyed 
his fine linen and his banquets. How patient is our 


36 OUR LORD AND OURS 


God! If he would let us have a few of his thunderbolts 
and set us at liberty for an hour! Society is not so 
patient. You go down the street and listen to what busi- 
ness men have to say about the citizen who turns a deaf 
ear to every civic call, who fattens on the public and 
then refuses to respond when the public calls. We can- 
not print the language which they use. It would burn 
the paper. Their epithets? That is the language of the 
streets—it would not look well in print. But God is 
long-suffering. 

Society? It is all too often cringing and cowering in 
the presence of the rich. Society gave that rich fool who 
had robbed it, who had fattened off its toil—society gave 
that rich man a great funeral. Such is society! Let us 
stand uncovered in the presence of God’s marvelous for- 
bearance. In hell the rich man lifted up his eyes, being 
in torment. He did not yet know what it was all about. 
He did not yet discern what had happened to him. So- 
ciety had long licked his hand and catered to him. And 
now in hell he lifted up his eyes and saw Lazarus afar 
off in Abraham’s bosom. Society had always cringed 
before him and had done his bidding. He had not yet 
awaked from his foolish dream. “Father Abraham, send 
Lazarus to bring me some water.” Poor fool! Now is 
fulfilled the word of the Psalmist—‘He that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh; Jehovah shall have them in 
derision.” No, we are too fast. God does not laugh. He 
does not have the man in derision. Through Abraham, 
God speaks with infinite compassion to the damned man 
in hell: “Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime re- 
ceived the good things which thou didst choose, and, like- 
wise Lazarus received evil things. Now he is comforted 
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and thou art tormented.” How patient is God! But 
even the long suffering of God finds its limit. 


LINDBERGH RecocnizEs His PARTNERS 


Few men have appealed more strongly to the popular 
imagination of our time than the young man, Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh. His famous WE has become in- 
separably connected with his name. When he landed in 
Paris, France, after his memorable flight across the At- 
lantic he remarked laconically, “Well, here we are.” 
Later when he wrote the book which told his life story 
it bore the simple title, “WE.” What is the explanation? 
Colonel Lindbergh is not a talkative man. He has not 
explained what is deep in his mind and heart as he 
adopts and uses this WH. The word is suggestive; per- 
haps we may find in it a clue to the inner working of 
Colonel Lindbergh’s mind. Is he thus recognizing his 
partners? As he faced that long and perilous flight which 
no man had compassed he must have thought seriously 
about society, its contribution to his project and the 
stake which society had in the coming stupendous effort. 
He must have thought about God; when he decided to 
go alone he must have found comfort in the thought that 
the God of the land and the sea would be with him. 
When he landed, the word which had crystallized during 
the lone trying hours leaped to his lips: “Well, here we 
are.’ As we have said, Lindbergh is a rather reticent 
‘man. No interviewer has yet penetrated that inner 
silence; he has never undertaken to say what thoughts 
were in his mind and heart during the long journey. When 
he came to write the story of his life, the WH had be- 
come so related to him and so expressive of his real self 
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that he could offer that as the title of his book. The 
word fitly portrays the man. 

He refused to capitalize his feat. It was accomplished 
for society and by the help of God. He would not suffer 
himself to be enriched by it. His mother whom he evi- 
dently holds very dear continues to teach as she had done 
before and Lindbergh devotes himself to tasks which 
make for the progress and betterment of society. The 
world stands with uncovered head in the presence of 
this gallant unselfish youth. He has played fair with 
his partners. The President of the United States called 
him to the White House as an honor guest and the kings 
and princes and rulers of the nations delight to honor 
him. Thus do men love and honor the man who does 
not forget that life is a partnership and that to society 
and God he owes debts which he may not forget or evade. 

This partnership of which we speak is not a voluntary 
affair. We are not at liberty to choose or reject these 
partners. What then, we may well raise the question, 
what then, of our partners? Are they just and reason- 
able? Are they hard and exacting? We know about 
society. It is nothing more than all of us together. When 
we are taken all together we appear at our best. So- 
ciety in this fair land of ours is just and reasonable. It 
is constantly fighting our battles. It does for us more 
than we can know. It strives constantly to reduce our 
taxes and to multiply our blessings. It defends us, it 
protects our health, it lengthens our days, it increases 
our pleasures, it multiplies our privileges. Its ideal is 
to lighten our burdens and to brighten our lives. Surely 
we will not fail to render, to give back, to society that 
which is its own. 
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And our Silent Partner? He is our God, our Saviour, 
our Elder Brother. From him cometh down every good 
and perfect gift. Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so Jehovah pitieth them that fear him. We are helpless 
and wholly dependent on him. God is love. His very 
name is Good. Surely we will not count it a burden to 
render, to give back, to him that which he asks. 


Surrer A Mopern PARABLE 


John Smith lived in a sparsely settled section of the 
great West. His neighbors and the passing tourists 
asked Mr. Smith to open a filling station. He entered 
into a partnership with the Standard Oil Company. The 
company was to build the station and furnish the gas 
and oil. Mr. Smith was to operate the station. Straight- 
way he forgot his partner. On the side, he told his 
neighbors that the old gentleman who was supposed to be 
a chief owner of the company stock was fabulously rich 
and was now more concerned about giving money than 
he was about making it. He also had heard that his 
son was nearly as rich as his father and that he also 
was giving large sums. He forgot his partnership and 
could see no reason why he should send away money to 
this rich corporation. He refused to open letters which 
came from the Standard Oil offices demanding an ac- 
counting. All went well until one day a representative 
of the company appeared accompanied by a local officer 
of the law. That night Mr. Smith slept behind prison 
bars as a common defaulter and the business of the filling 
station was taken over by its real owner. Such a de- 
faulter is every one who manages his business as if 
it were entirely his own and forgets his Silent Partner. 
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OUR PARTNERSHIP PLEDGE 


1. I recognize God as a partner in my business and a 
sharer in my possessions. 


2. It is my desire and purpose to so order my business 

relations and to so transact my business affairs as to 
meet the approval of my Silent Partner. 
In recognition of this partnership, constrained by the 
love of Christ, and prompted by a sense of gratitude 
and a desire to worship God, I agree to give % 
of my income into my Lord’s treasury for the exten- 
sion of his earthly kingdom. 


Il 
OURS: PROBLEMS AND PERILS 


The whole world is studying this problem of property. 
In the secular press, in the great magazines, in the forums 
of the world’s thought, everywhere, men are discussing 
the obligations which grow out of property. Books are 
issued from the press treating the problems of property 
in number such as would not have been imagined in 
former years. During the last ten years more books 
have been written on property, stewardship, ownership, 
than had been issued from the presses since printing was 
invented. It is good that men, men of all kinds, men 
of the world, men of science, men of letters, men of busi- 
ness, are facing squarely these vital questions. 

Right conceptions of stewardship may solve certain 
problems and save us from certain perils. 

1. New Testament stewardship will save us from the 
peril of covetousness. The love of Christ is the only sure 
antidote for the love of money. Men who accept divine 
ownership and acknowledge their own stewardship are 
safe as regards the perils of money-getting and money- 
loving. 

The ministry of Jesus is replete with warnings against 
the perils involved in money-getting. In the opening 
address in which he outlined many fundamental require- 


ments of his realm Jesus said: 
No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 
{ 41] 
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despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.—Matthew 
6: 24. 

Jesus declares that there is inherent and inevitable 
conflict between the service of God and the service of 
money. Both God and money demand mastery in men’s 
lives. Men must make choice; no man can serve both. 

In the ministry of Paul we have likewise faithful 
warnings against the perils which come from the quest 
of riches: 

But they that be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.—l 
Tim. 6: 9, 10. 

The love of money is a root from which may spring 
all sorts of evil. The love of money is more deadly and 
more to be feared than almost any other blight. That 
was a wise mother who, recognizing the peril to which 
her prosperous son was exposed, sent a note to the pul- 
pit saying, “Prayer is requested for a young man who 
is making money fast.” The love of money is as ter- 
rible in its blight as the thirst for strong drink or the 
craving for narcotics. Even when the love of money 
does not go to such fearful extremes, it may dull the 
spiritual sense and destroy the finer elements in Chris- 
tian character. 

Are the preachers of Christ’s gospel guiding the 
thought of God’s people and interpreting to them the 
mind of God and the teaching of Jesus on this subject? 

On the other side of the waters John Ruskin, who 
died awhile ago, declared that for thirty years he had 
attended church services and had heard no less than 
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1500 sermons. These sermons had been preached by men 
of various types, many of them earnest preachers, and 
yet John Ruskin declared that he had never heard a 
minister discuss the inevitable conflict between God and 
mammon. He had never heard a sermon which placed 
squarely before men the necessity to choose between 
God and mammon, and which pointed out the perils of 
riches. eae: 

Are our ministers saying a plain and faithful word 
about property, its ownership, its obligations, its uses, 
its perils? That many of them are, we cannot doubt. 
Is such preaching popular? Is there not in thoughtful 
men and women an eager hunger to know the will of 
God regarding their possessions? Will they not welcome 
light and guidance on these difficult and perplexing prob- 
lems? A volume of sermons from Pastor George W. 
Truett bears the general title, We Would See Jesus. 
These sermons were presumably selected as fairly repre- 
senting the range of themes discussed by this wonder- 
ful preacher. A careful examination of these twelve 
sermons reveals the fact that the greater number of 
them carry earnest teaching concerning property, while 
in more than one of them there is a careful setting forth 
of the doctrines of God’s ownership and man’s steward- 
ship. Hear him as he says: 

A man who can master his money has gone a long way toward 
the right mastery, and a man right about this question of money 
is likely to be right or easily led to do the right on every other 
question of religion. A Christian man wrong on the question of 
his money is likely to be seriously wrong on every other question 
in religion. Now that is putting it strongly, but I do unhesitat- 


ingly believe every word I am saying, and I would have these 
younger men, as well as the older ones, to lay it to heart. 


OMA 


“You are to be my witnesses both 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in 

Samaria, and to the very ends of the 
earth.” Acts1:8 (centenary Transtation) 
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Ministers who preach a full gospel interpreting to men 
the meaning, the privileges, and the obligations of prop- 
erty find that their messages are eagerly devoured. 

2. A right conception of stewardship will save from 
the peril of extravagance. National prosperity and in- 
creased wealth are bringing to our people serious peril. 
Figures for a recent year show that the income of the 
people of the United States was ninety billions of dol- 
lars, or an average of $750 for each person. We may 
boast that we are the richest nation on earth. We are 
likewise the most extravagant of all peoples. We spend 
each year $250,000,000 for children’s toys. For radio 
equipment our people spent in a recent year $400,000,000. 
During a recent football season our people spent $50,- 
000,000 in the enjoyment of that sport. 

Extravagance, reckless spending of money, is our na- 
tional sin as it constitutes a national peril. It undoes 
character and undermines the very foundations of life. 
The president of the United States has felt called upon 
on various occasions to advocate national and personal 
economy declaring, “The doctrine of ease is the doc- 
trine of surrender and decay.” 

The Secretary of the Treasury estimated for a recent 
year that the people of the United States purchased lux- 
uries as follows: 


Joy riding, pleasure resorts, races, etC............- $ 3,000,000,000 
NHS UPIOUSTSCLUICES teed ecie cine cieveles scien oie sisiensictovel¢ 3,000,000,000 
Excessively high-priced wearing apparel, carpets, 

Cine MCh Gu eaetab oo Sod nD ae Baon OOUneSO Ragone 1,500,000,000 
Cigars, cigarettes, tobacco, snuff ..............-... 2,110,000,000 
Perfumery, face powder, cosmetics .............+- 750,000,000 
Soft drinks, candy, chewing gum, jewelry.......... 1,900,000,000 


MGI) A. 68a4 ped 0 DOP aE COU ACEO. COUT DEO Org 0c $12,260,000,000 
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Rich nations and rich families alike must consider the 
menace of riches and luxury to children and youth. 
Theodore Roosevelt possessed a considerable fortune, 
and yet he practiced economy and exercised careful 
thrift. This he did, we may well suppose, because it 
was inherently right, and doubtless also because he knew 
that economy and thrift were essential in the character- 
making of his children. Newspapers carry reports of 
the effort of a member of one of the world’s richest fam- 
ilies to save his sons from the peril of riches. These 
sons, we are told, are taught to regard money as sacred 
and care is exercised that these prospective heirs to 
millions shall know both the value and the sacredness 
of property. When the sons awhile ago visited Europe 
they were allowed $100 each for their passage across the 
ocean and in their European travels they were expected 
to give careful account of their expenditures. The chil- 
dren of America constitute America’s holiest heritage; 
they offer her the only sure hope of place and power in 
the future. Americans will do well by sane economy 
and proper thrift to safeguard their children against the 
insidious perils which come with wonderful prosperity. 

If the wants and the consequent expenditures of the 
people exceed their increase in wealth, then the people 
really grow poorer as they seem to grow richer. The 
pioneer fathers conquered this new world and by a care- 
ful economy and vigorous thrift laid the foundations for 
the fortunes now so abundantly enjoyed by their chil- 
dren. Those pioneers were themselves blessed and safe- 
guarded’ by the sacrifices and labors which marked their 
lives. It remains to be seen whether the descendants of 
those glorious pioneers will be able to withstand the 
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perils which come through ease and increasing wealth. 
Mr. Micawber figured it out long ago: “Annual income 
20 pounds, annual expenditures, nineteen, nineteen six; 
result happiness. Annual income 20 pounds, annual ex- 
penditure twenty pounds, ought and six; result misery.” 


Against this peril of wastefulness a stewardship which 
counts all possessions as belonging to God and therefore 
sacred must save our people. William Hiram Foulkes 
has said, 


Money talks, and it says: 


“Catch me and keep me, if you can, but I have wings. Find 
me and bind me, and I mysteriously disappear. Dig and delve, 
scratch and scrape, grind and grasp in order to get me, and lo, 
I am a broken bauble and a bursting bubble! 

“Save me and store me for worthy ends—for budget and bonds, 
for rainy days, for self-improvement and for service of others, 
and I will be as faithful a servant as you are an honest master. 

“Hide and hoard me for ‘selfish ends, to see me glitter and 
glow, to hear my clink and crackle, to feel my pressure and 
’ power, and I will canker and corrode in your hands. I will pau- 
perize your mind, poison your soul, paralyze your will. 

“Give me and guide me to serve and to save others, to meet 
and to match entrenched human need with incarnate human love, 
to share and to spend my brightest and best, and I will come 
back and crown you with satisfaction and success.” 


Money talks, and it says: 
“J am you! You will be what you make of me!” 


3. The principle of stewardship will save from the 
perils of speculation. It is not always easy to find the 
line of separation between legitimate investment and 
illegitimate speculation. Elements of hazard exist more 
or less in all business transactions. A safe principle for 
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the guidance of Christian stewards is that they should 
not desire or seek anything for which a fair exchange is 
not offered. Men who love God and their fellowmen do 
not want something for nothing since this is to rob their 
fellowmen. Nor do they want anything for less than 
its proper value because this is to defraud their neigh- 
bors. 

All forms of gambling are forbidden to Christ’s stew- 
ards because they must not desire or accept something 
for nothing. Speculation, which is in essence gambling, 
is an effort to secure praperty without giving a reason- 
able value in exchange. Speculation may take the form 
of playing cards for prizes of value, of dealing in futures 
or taking illegitimate risks in business. The Christian 
must hold all property sacred and since he is doing busi- 
ness for his Lord he must neither seek nor accept that 
for which he is not willing to give a just exchange. 
Gambling habits and all habits of speculation have a 
deadening effect on moral character and distinctly lower 
the moral tone. Such habits do even more. They tend 
to magnify chance instead of God as the ruling prin- 
ciple in the affairs of life. The gambler enthrones chance 
and worships at its throne. The speculator looks to 
chance, stakes his hopes on uncertainty and by so much 
obscures and dishonars God whose right it is to reign. 
Students of economic life declare that speculation in its 
various phases offers a menacing peril in national life. 
Students of the spiritual life are equally sure that all 
forms of speculation imperil the highest interests of the 
soul. 

4. A sense of stewardship makes sacred all property 
and all business. It creates a certain proper reverence 
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for property. Property belongs to God. It is entrusted 
to us. We must account to God for it. We may not 
regard it lightly. We will look on our business as being 
God’s business which must be clean and must be con- 
ducted not for selfish ends but for the good of our fel- 
laws as well. We must pay a living wage. We must be 
content with fair profits. We must be diligent. Is there 
any wonder that men find that this idea of stewardship 
works for a transforming of their whole lives? A Chris- 
tian steward declared that more than once he had turned 
down opportunities for large profit because he knew that 
his Partner would not stand for certain practices. 

Gold and silver, money and property, are no longer 
cold, inanimate things. They represent values. God is 
in them and with them. Mr. Guy L. Morrill tells of a 
business man who declared that the preacher had the 
advantage of him in that the preacher is permitted every 
day to read and study the Word of God and thus is con- 
stantly brought into contact with the power and person- 
ality of God. Mr. Morrill continues:* 

If the Bible is the only method of communication between 
God and man, the chief medium of exchange between man’s 
thought and God’s thought, then the business man was correct, 
and the preacher has the advantage over all other men of all 
other vocations. But if God is in the gold, and the voice of God 
is in the soul of the silver, and if man regards the gold and silver 
as sacred unto the Lord because they are God’s and a high 
type of his benevolence, then the business man is on a par with 
the preacher, and both may commune constantly with God, the 
one through the medium of the Sacred Book, the other through 
the medium of the sacred dollar, the divine institution called 


money. 


*God and Yours. 
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The last lines of Berton Braley’s poem, Business Is 
Business, well say, 


“Business is Business,” the Big Man said, 
“But it’s something that’s more, far more; 

For it makes sweet gardens of deserts dead, 
And cities it built now roar 

Where once the deer and gray wolf ran 
From the pioneer’s swift advance; 

Business is Magic that toils for man. 
Business is True Romance. 


“And those who make it a ruthless fight 
Have only themselves to blame 

If they feel no whit of the keen delight 
In playing the Bigger Game— 

The game that calls on the heart and head, 
The best of man’s strength and nerve; 

“Business is Business,” the Big Man said, 
“And that Business is to serve!” 


5. A right attitude of stewardship will solve the giving 
problem. The fact that God’s ownership of all property 
once accepted by believers will naturally and inevitably 
lead to a setting aside of a proper part of their posses- 
sions in recognition and acknowledgment of the fact 
that the silver and gold are God’s and that his are the 
cattle upon a thousand hills. Thus the obligation to give 
goes deeper than the needs of the churches and the de- 
pleted treasuries of the mission boards. The banker to 
whom men owe money may or may not need it. His 
need of the money is not the point in question. The 
real point involved is their obligation, the discharging 
of their indebtedness. Between men and God the real 
question lies; it is not primarily the needs of God’s 
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treasuries. It is rather God’s dues and the obligation of 
men to yield to God that which is his own. To be a 
Christian is to be a steward. To be a steward is to give. 

Ownership and stewardship are to be taught as es- 
sential realities of the Christian life. Great as may be 
the fruits of this teaching in producing giving and other 
desired results, we are not to stress this teaching with 
these fruits as the primary end in view. Our actuating 
motive is not to be so much the needs of depleted treas- 
uries, not so much desired revenue as it is to be the estab- 
lishing of right and just relations with God. If we will 
put God first and his righteousness, will not all of these 
things be added? The idea of stewardship is not a rap- 
idly growing vine which we may plant today and from 
which we may hope to gather fruit tomorrow or the next 
day. It is rather the sturdy oak which requires “stiff 
soil, wide skies and the sweep of years.” 


G.M, ELLIOTT LIBRARY 
Cincinnati Christian University 
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IV 
OURS: WHY GIVE 


Motive is more important than method. Motive is 
more meaningful than proportion. Motive is of more 
consequence than percentage. Motive means more than 
machinery. Surely we can say this without seeming to 
minimize method or proportion or percentage or ma- 
chinery. Back of all of these must be motive. Without 
motive all of these are impotent. Give us sufficient mo- 
tive and all of these will take care of themselves. After 
we have gathered motive we may then consider method 
and percentage. 

We have an increasingly rich and inspiring literature 
on giving. The subject seems to have a peculiar fascina- 
tion. Newspaper articles, magazine appeals, tracts and 
books are multiplying at an almost incredible rate. We 
have already said that more stewardship literature has 
come from the presses in the last ten years than had 
been hitherto published since printing was invented. The 
part of this literature which will be of most real and 
permanent value is the part which undertakes to create 
motive; to produce incentive. The literature which as- 
sumes motives, which fails to kindle holy fires, which 
does not stir the heart, which does not move the will must 
necessarily be brief and temporary in its usefulness. 
There are books, whole volumes, which spend themselves 
in efforts to establish and emphasize certain teachings 
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as to method and percentage. By so much as any 
message on giving fails to magnify the love which con- 
strains, the motive which abides, it is lacking at the 
most vital point. 

Read again the recorded messages of Jesus. Secure 
a red-letter New Testament, one which prints all of the 
words of Jesus with red type. The reading will require 
only two to four hours. It will be well worth while. 
Observe that Jesus says nothing or nearly nothing about 
method or percentage or machinery. Jesus is concerned 
constantly about motive. Right well he knew that the 
need of his followers to the end of time would be ener- 
gizing and impelling motive. The Apostle Paul raised 
considerable sums of money and gave much time to these 
financial enterprises. He was primarily concerned to 
create motive. Like Jesus, Paul had little to say about 
method or percentage or machinery. Neither Jesus nor 
Paul must be understood as being indifferent to method 
or percentage or machinery. They merely put first 
things first. Right well did they know that the real prob- 
lem lies at the point of motive. If sufficient motive can 
be created all other things will follow properly. 

Many earnest hearts are inquiring as to the causes of 
the present widespread indifference to evangelism and 
world missions. Unquestionably the difficulty lies at the 
point of motive. The fires are not kindled, hearts do not 
burn, vision is lacking, the love of Jesus fails to con- 
strain. Instruction concerning method and percentage 
cannot avail. The fires have burned low. Jesus walks 
among the churches and says sadly: 


I have this against you—that you no longer love me as you 
did at first, Be mindful therefore of the height from which you 
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have fallen. Repent at once and act as you did at first or else 
I will surely come and remove your lamp stand out of its place 
—unless you repent—Revelation 2: 4-6. 

It is easily possible that Jesus as he walks among 
the churches and looks upon our present-day life may use 
even stronger words. He may be saying: 

I know your doings—you are supposed to be alive, but in 
reality you are dead. Rouse yourself and keep awake, and 
strengthen what still remains though it is on the point of death; 
for I have found no doings of yours perfect in the sight of My 
God.—Revelation 3: 1-3. 

We indicate some motives which may actuate the fol- 
lowers of Jesus in their giving. These are comprehen- 
sive. Certainly no one of them can be omitted. Per- 
haps no others need to be added. 

I. The first and all embracing motive for giving is 
God. God himself must remain the first and great reason 
for all giving. Here is the sufficient motive, the .chief 
incentive. It lies in what God is; it lies especially in 
what God is to us; it lies in what God is doing, the tasks 
which he asks us to share with him. 

1. We ought to give because of what God is. His 
name tells the story. We call him God, which is Good. 
By common consent men have bestowed this name Good. 
This sums up the world’s estimate, its conviction concern- 
ing God. Millions of men and women are pleased to call 
him Good. Revelation has led us to associate another 
word with God. It is our rich and glorious word Grace. 
We cannot define this word any more than we can de- 
fine God. We cannot define it but we know well what 
it means. We feel it even when we cannot tell it. To 
us God is the God of Grace. That is sufficient. The 
apostle, John, helps us further by declaring that God 
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is Love. Love sums up God and declares him. God’s 
name is Love, God’s nature is Love. Love sums up all 
that is essential in God. God is love. Thus we have it; 
God is good—God is grace—God is love. 

God is love, but love is giving. When we analyze love, 
love is giving. Love is self-giving. Love is the giving of 
self. Love is a principle. In its fullest and final analysis 
it is self-giving. Love is not emotion though it produces 
emotion. It is deeper and more abiding than emotion. 
Love is not feeling though it produces feeling. It is 
deeper than feeling. Love is not something temporary 
and superficial. It is a principle. It endures, it abides, 
it cannot perish. Love is the principle of self-giving. 
We can measure love anywhere by the amount of self 
which it bestows. All that we can know of God is 
summed up in this, God is love. We know that God 
loves because God gives—himself. The best evidence the 
world has of God’s love is that he gave his only begotten 
Son. 

God loves and God gives. We ought to give. In pro- 
portion as we draw near to God the desire, the impulse, 
to give quickens and kindles. We can measure our 
nearness to God by our desire to give. If we draw near 
to God, if we walk and talk with him, there comes the 
inevitable impulse to give. Distance from God always 
means indisposition to give. If we will ponder God as 
a giver, if we will think of his gifts in the realm of na- 
ture, in the realm of life, in the glorious realm of grace, 
we must find within us such quickening as will move us 
to give. » 

2. We ought to give because of what God is to us. 
We have tried to tell it before; our Lord is owner and 
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we are stewards. Our Lord is our loving partner shar- 
ing with us the possessions which he entrusts to us. 
These figures of speech, for they can be nothing more, 
only poorly tell of the wonderful relation which our 
Lord sustains to us. Read again the parable of the en- 
trusted talents. We have already studied it; Matthew 
25: 14 following. Look beneath the surface, catch the 
exquisite beauty of the story, see the matchless goodness 
of the master of those servants. He placed in their hands 
large sums of money. He trusted them. When after 
a long time he returned and asked an accounting he did 
not take from them the sums which he had bestowed. 
He left these sums together with what they had gained 
and then he proceeded to give them vastly more. With 
a sense of deep and abiding satisfaction he cried, “En- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” The story is passing 
strange. This man is no selfish money grabber. He 
is no miser, grinding his servants and building up wealth 
for himself. This man is really in business for the sake 
of his servants. He is more than their master. He is 
their friend. Clearly he loves them with a pure and 
unselfish friendship. We have here a most generous 
fellowship. This call of the master to his servants 
to enter into his own joy, can we really catch the signi- 
ficance of this call? His joy is the success and pros- 
perity of his servants. 

Thus does our Lord picture himself; thus does he por- 
tray his grace; thus does he show his merciful concern 
for his followers. If there is anything good in us surely 
this goodness in our Lord will appeal to us. Who would 
be stingy and self-seeking in dealing with such a mas- 
ter proves himself utterly unworthy. Contemplating 
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this grace and goodness of our Lord, this enlarge- 
ment into which he seeks to lead us, surely we must find 
a motive for faithful and generous giving. 

3. We ought to give because of what God is doing, 
because of the task in which he seeks our help. Our 
Father is engaged in a great enterprise. The very maj- 
esty of this project and the difficulties which our Fa- 
ther is encountering should mightily move us. God has 
undertaken to win to himself a lost and wayward world. 
God has put into this undertaking all his resources; 
he has called up his reserves; he is doing his best. With 
all that God has been able to do through these hundreds 
of years the task is far from complete. Whole nations 
lie in darkness; uncounted millions are without the 
bounds of God’s mercy. Our Father needs our help. 

The story of how the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. 
Louis train number 5 came into Nashville, Tennessee, 
on time has been told again and again. The Baptists 
of Nashville had planned a great meeting and Dr. George 
W. Truett of Dallas, Texas, was to address the gather- 
ing. The meeting was scheduled to begin at the very 
time when train number 5 was due to arrive, bringing 
Dr. Truett. Word reached Nashville from Memphis 
that this train was going to be at least an hour late. 
This would make impossible the service which had been 
planned. Some one called Major John Thomas, the 
president of the railroad, and laid the situation before 
him. Major Thomas belonged to the old line of rail- 
road presidents who knew personally their men and who 
were loved and honored by them. He sent a wire across 
to Memphis saying simply that he wanted number 5 to 
come into Nashville on time. That was enough; the 
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“Qld Major” wanted number 5 to go into Nashville on 
time. The official in Memphis communicated the order 
to the conductor and the engineer of train number 5. 
Then he sent word down the line to the various stations, 
“The. ‘Old Major’ wants number 5 to go into Nashville 
on time.” It was enough. Those men knew nothing 
of Dr. Truett. They knew nothing of the proposed 
meeting in Nashville. They only knew that the “Old 
Major” wanted number 5 to reach Nashville on time. 
That was enough. Train number 5 sped into the Union 
Station at Nashville just two minutes ahead of its 
schedule time. Dr. Truett was hurried to the auditorium 
and the day was saved. God wants his gospel train 
speeded up. It is behind time. He calls for help to 
speed up his gospel train. Because we have withheld 
our love and our money there has been unseemly delay. 
The Father wants our help. 

II. The church offers a further motive for giving. The 
church, my church, your church, the church, is sacred 
and glorious. The church, first grown under the ministry 
of our Lord in the days of his earthly ministry, has out- 
lived the centuries and comes to us hoary with years 
and fragrant with blessed ministries. The church—in 
her service millions have spent themselves and in her 
teaching millions have found solace—the church is a 
motive for giving. Our Lord, whose are the gold and 
silver, whose are the cattle upon a thousand hills, might 
have provided endowment for his churches, endowment 
sufficient to meet all their needs to the end of time, but 
he did not provide endowment. He made his churches 
dependent upon the generosity of his people. They 
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rely wholly on voluntary gifts. Surely we have here a 
motive for giving. 

Let us think of the relation between our Lord and our 
Lord’s churches. Many and beautiful are the figures 
by which this relation is pictured. The church is the 
temple in which our Lord dwells. More intimately yet, 
it is his body. What our bodies are for our spirits that 
Christ’s church is for Christ. More intimate and most 
beautiful is the figure of the bride. The church is Christ’s 
bride, his holy spouse. 

Awhile ago God called to himself a trusted and honored 
religious leader. There was sincere sorrow throughout the 
country, especially among the Baptist people. Loved 
in wide circles, this Christian statesman was especially 
revered in the state in which he had labored for more 
than a generation. He had preached in every district 
association; he had slept in the homes of the country 
pastors and of the country people. He knew men in all 
walks of life and frequently called them by their given 
names. The state Convention assembled shortly after 
his translation. When the body assembled there was a 
pervading sense of sorrow and loss by reason of the 
fallen leader. What should they do? How could they 
fitly express their sense of loss and worthily honor the 
man whom they had so deeply loved? A quiet brother 
rose at an opportune time and spoke somewhat as fol- 
lows: 


One thought is uppermost in our hearts today as we assemble. 
That thought is of our departed leader. How can we fitly express 
our sorrow? No word that we can speak, no resolution that we 
can offer, can reach the ears of our beloved friend. But yonder 
in her loneliness sits the good woman who walked by his side for 
thirty years, the mother of his children, the faithful sharer of 
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his joys and sorrows. If our brother could speak to us out of 
heaven, he would tell us to say our good words to her and do 
what we may to strengthen and comfort her in her grief and 
loneliness. 

The man moved, and the great body ordered, that a 
day letter be sent to the bereft companion assuring her 
of the deep and sincere sympathy of the assembled gath- 
ering and expressing to her their love and appreciation 
of her honored husband. Quickly the message of love 
and sympathy was on the wire and almost within the 
hour the heart whose hurt was deepest was comforted. 
Even so, our Lord holds dearest of all earth’s treasures 
his church. He taught us to think of the church as his 
bride. We may well find in the church a motive for giv- 
ing. 

Are there those who sing, 


I love thy church O God; 
Her walls before thee stand 
Dear as the apple of thine eye 
And graven in thy hand 


and then go away and put self first, and give to the 
church a secondary place and only the minor gifts which 
are possible after personal wants are gratified? Some one 
suggests that in such case we may well be reminded of a 
man who goes to town and buys himself a $2,000 auto- 
mobile, a $90 suit of clothes and a $100 overcoat, and 
goes into a cheap shop and buys his wife a cotton dress. 
He puts the cotton dress into the pocket of his $106 
overcoat and goes home singing, “I love my Mary Jane.” 

III. The world is another motive for giving. The 
world—it was much in the thought of Jesus; it loomed 
large in his purpose. In a very real sense the world was 
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a motive which explains his sacrificial life. Himself 
told us that God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son. The world’s need pressed upon 
him. It was this need that mastered him and caused him 
to declare that he had a baptism to be baptised with 
and that he was straitened until it be accomplished. The 
world was constantly in the thinking of Jesus. It was 
not least among the impelling motives of his life. 

They tell us that the world’s population is now 1,800,- 
000,000. If that be true there are 1,800,000,000 reasons 
why we should give. Paul declared himself debtor both 
to the Greeks and the barbarians; both to the wise and 
to the unwise. In a word he declared himself debtor to 
all men and expressed his longing to give to every man. 
If we have the spirit which was in Paul every living 
man will draw on us and every man will be to us a 
motive for giving. 

IV. I am myself a motive for giving. I do not want 
myself counted out. God gives, Christ gives, the Holy 
Spirit gives, the church gives; I do not want myself 
counted out. I do not want to be out of step with the 
procession of good men, givers every one, whose worthy 
deeds fill the earth. 

In a country community there was a pompous man 
whose name chanced to be Theodore. A quick-witted 
woman omitted the last syllable, and dulled the first one 
calling the man, “The O.” The new sobriquet was so 
exactly fitting that henceforth the man was known as 
“The O.” We would not wish to be an O, a naught, a 
cipher... In a world filled with God’s glory, illumined 
by the light of Christ’s sacrifice, made blessed by 
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innumerable lives of holy ministry, we would not wish 
to be a cipher, a naught. 

Long years ago, the fathers declared that a sense of 
self-respect must impel us to give. Every man ought to 
want to pull his own load. In so far as he fails to do so, 
some other man must in addition to carrying his own 
load bend his back under the burden which his brother 
has shirked. Self-respect, and this is no mean motive, 
self-respect must forbid any man’s leaving a part of his 
proper task to be imposed on his already burdened 
brother. I am myself a motive for giving. I am re- 
deemed by another’s blood, I am a pensioner on God’s 
wonderful bounty. I do not want to be a cipher, a cipher 
to God, a cipher to Christ, a cipher to the church, a cipher 
to the world. I do not want to be counted out. I must 
give. 


V; 
OURS: WHY GIVE (Concluded) 


Believers must find in the Lord Jesus the chief motive 
for giving. He remains the great outstanding giver of 
the ages. His life released and set in motion more im- 
pulses to give than any other life the world has known. 

1. The love of Jesus constrains. This is the all-power- 
ful and the all-embracing motive; “The love of Christ 
constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5: 14). This was the motive 
which accounts for Paul with his heroic sacrifices and 
his indefatigable labors. Love, constraining love, the 
love that Jesus has for us, the love that we have for 
him, must be our sufficient motive. There can be no 
higher incentive; there can be no purer motive. 

2. The example of Jesus impels. Paul resorted to this 
appeal in his admonition to the Corinthians; “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ—how for your 
sakes he became poor though he was rich in order that 
you through his poverty might become rich.” He was 
rich; how rich he was we can never know. He became 
poor; how poor he became we can never know. Surely 
his example must be our motive. We cannot follow our 
Lord whose whole life was a life of giving if we are 
ourselves to withhold and be selfish. 

3. Jesus commands. Again and again he said, “give.” 
Sometimes he changed the give into go. We cannot go 
without giving. If we are to go we must give ourselves. 
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If we cannot go then we must give. We dare not claim 
loyalty to our Lord if we live in open disregard of his 
command. 

Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow 
of thee, turn not thou away—Matthew 5: 42. 

Freely ye have received, freely give—Matthew 10: 8. 

Go sell that thou hast and give to the poor—Matthew 19: 21. 

Give and it shall be given unto you—Luke 6: 38. 

4. Jesus commends. The warmest words of commen- 
dation which he ever spoke were for deeds of giving. 

He commended his disciples because they gave. Jesus 
was sitting with them one day and was talking with 
them about riches. He was pointing out the perils which 
come to the rich. He was setting forth the obligations 
which riches impose and by implication he was urging 
them to give. 

Peter said to him, “See, we gave up everything and have fol- 
lowed you.” 

“In truth I tell you,” replied Jesus, “that there is no one who 
has forsaken house, or brothers or sisters, or mother or father, or 
children or lands, for my sake and for the sake of the gospel, but 
will receive a hundred times as much now in this present life— 
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, lands—and persecution 
with them—and in the coming age eternal life—Mark 10: 28-31. 

Jesus commended Zacchaeus in connection with his 
proposal to give. The story is full of charm. Zacchaeus 
desired to see Jesus but he was at a disadvantage be- 
cause of the crowd. He was small of stature. He ran 
ahead of the procession and climbed up a sycamore tree. 
When Jesus came underneath he called Zacchaeus down 
and told him that he wanted to go home with him. Zac- 
chaeus came down and welcomed Jesus joyfully. A lit- 
tle later in his own home Zacchaeus stood up and ad- 
dressing the Lord said, “Here and now, master, I give 
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half my property to the poor and if I have unjustly 
exacted money from any man I pledge myself now to 
repay to him four times the amount.” With instant 
and joyful approval Jesus said to Zacchaeus, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, seeing that 
he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man has 
come to seek and to save what is lost.” 

Jesus commended Mary for her gift of spikenard. This 
ointment with which Mary annointed Jesus was worth 
a large sum. The wages of a laboring man for an en- 
tire year. Mary crushed the container and poured the 
ointment on the head and feet of Jesus. When Judas 
and others began to criticize Jesus defended and com- 
mended her: ‘“Wheresoever in the whole world this 
gospel shall be preached this work which this woman 
has done shall be told for a memorial of her.” 

Jesus commended the gift of the poor widow in the 
temple. Our Lord sat over against the treasury and 
watched the givers. When this widow came she cast in 
two mites, the smallest coins current in that day, an 
insignificant sum. Jesus, filled with wonder and 
gladness, declared to his disciples that this widow had 
cast in more than all others who had made contribution. 
“For they have all contributed what they could well 
spare, but she out of her need has thrown in all that she 
possessed—all she had to live on.” Thus again and 
again our Lord warmly commended those who gave. 

5. Jesus accepts. Every gift which is made in Christ’s 
name is accepted as given to Christ himself. 

And the King will answer them, “In truth I tell you that in 


so far as you rendered such services unto one of the humblest of 
these my brethren, you rendered them to myself.” 
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If Jesus was here among us extending his hand for 
our gifts, how gladly would we bestow our best. But 
Jesus is here. He is extending his pierced hand for our 
gifts. He is here in the form of his church. What we 
give to the church he accepts as given to himself. He is 
here in the orphanage, the hospitals, the Relief and An- 
nuity Board, the Education Board, the mission boards. 
When we give to these institutions in his name he accepts 
it as given to himself. 

The time was approaching for the annual session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. A generous man said 
to his pastor: “I have leased one entire floor of our 
best hotel for the week of the convention. I want you 
to fill it with your friends. The expense is to be mine.” 

The pastor carefully made up his list. He passed 
by the Convention leaders. He gave no thought to the 
men of power and prominence. He made a careful list 
of quiet country pastors, some of whom rarely attended 
the sessions of the great Convention. These he invited 
along with their wives to be his guests at the hotel. These 
modest, retiring servants of Jesus had a blessed time in 
fellowship with each other and enjoyed for a week luxu- 
ries of which they had scarcely dreamed. The pastor 
and his generous member were glad in the assurance 
that in thus caring for the Lord’s faithful servants, they 
had extended hospitality to the Lord himself. 

6. Jesus multiplies. The Galilean sun was westering 
toward the hills. The eager multitudes, bent on hear- 
ing every word of the Teacher, forgot their hunger and 
flung purdence to the winds. The thoughtful disciples 
came and told Jesus that he must send the multitudes 
away since there was no food for them. It was not the 
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way of Jesus to send men away hungry. He said to the 
disciples, “Give ye them to eat.” They replied that 
there was no food available and that it would take a 
small fortune to buy a meal for such a throng. Andrew 
dropped the suggestion, perhaps in a half humorous 
vein, that there was a lad about who had a little lunch, 
five biscuits and two small fishes. Jesus said, “Call the 
lad.’ If the Teacher wanted his little store, he could 
have it. Cheerfully the lad gave up his meager store 
and put it at the disposal of Jesus. Then the lad had 
the joy of seeing his little lunch expand and extend until 
the whole multitude was fed. We can imagine him 
watching in wonder as the disciples brought back the 
twelve baskets full of fragments which were left over. 
Happy lad! He gave up his all for the Teacher. Then 
the Teacher multiplied it so that the lad had his full 
meal and—5,000 men were filled. Even so will Jesus 
take our gifts and multiply them. He has been doing 
exactly this through all the days. Alas for us that our 
eyes are holden and our hearts dull! Verily the Scrip- 
ture is true: ‘There is that scattereth and yet increas- 
eth: and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty” (Prov. 11: 24). 

What an incentive to giving we have here! Our 
meager store in the hands of Jesus and under his magic 
touch may be multiplied and vitalized so that it will 
work wonders. 

Dr. Russell Conwell was wont to tell how the giving 
of a little child led to the erection of the great temple 
in which he ministered for thirty years. The church was 
occupying poor and inadequate quarters. Dr. Conwell 
came before his people with the suggestion and plea that 
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they should arise and build. The church leaders lacked 
vision. The officers and others felt that the time was 
not opportune. A little girl, the child of foreign parents, 
heard the pastor’s plea and in simple, child-like faith, 
set about helping the pastor to build the new house. In 
her little savings bank she carefully placed the pennies 
and nickels which came her way. One day she was ill; 
her illness quickly grew serious. Her father sat beside 
her and told her that she was slipping away, that she 
must soon go. “I thought,” she said, “that Jesus wanted 
me to help him build that church. If he wishes to take 
me to himself, it is all right. He will find a way to build 
the church.” Then the child asked the father to bring 
her little bank. “Father,” she said, “give this to the 
pastor and tell him I wanted to help him build the 
church. Tell him I did the best I could.” 

When the child was gone the father called the pastor 
in; he told him the simple story and gave him the little 
savings bank, with the message of the child. Dr. Con- 
well announced the next Sunday that he had received a 
gift for the new building which was of such nature as 
to give him hope that actual work might be started at 
an early date. 

He called his deacons together. In the quiet meeting 
he told the story of the child’s faith and of her gift. 
The little bank sat on the table in the midst. The senior 
deacon was asked to open it and count the money. There 
were just forty-seven cents. When this announcement 
was made, some one said, “Let us pray.” The group of 
men went down on their knees to pray. When they 
arose from their knees, there was silence for a season. 
The senior deacon broke the silence: “I thought it was 
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not the time to build; I felt that I could not at present 
do any large part. But I want to give $10,000.” Others 
spoke and pledged until every man in the group had 
pledged. The fires spread throughout the congregation; 
a glad revival broke out among the people. Within a 
few short weeks the amount needed for the building was 
in sight and shortly the walls of the new building began 
to rise. Dr. Conwell frequently related this story to 
show how Christ will multiply and vitalize our gifts 
when they are offered in faith. 

Pastor George W. Truett has for many years con- 
ducted an annual revival meeting in the far western part 
of Texas, among the stockmen and their employes. As 
in a great round-up the cattlemen and the cowboys 
gather from wide circles. The great preacher accepts 
their hospitality and shares with them the life they live. 
As is his wont he bore down heavily upon divine owner- 
ship and human stewardship, upon God’s rights and 
man’s obligation to observe those rights. After a sermon 
stressing these things one of the cattlemen slipped his 
arm in the preacher’s arm and asked him to walk with 
him. 

They walked together out of the camp and entered a 
canyon where they might be undisturbed. The man 
stopped suddenly and said, “Pastor Truett, I want you 
to talk to God for me. You know him; you walk with 
him all the time. I did not’ know until you said it this 
morning that God owns all and that I am merely his 
steward. I want you on my behalf to give him my land. 
It stretches out here widely across the plains. I give 
it all to him. Tell him that I promise to try to be a 
good steward.” The great preacher stood with his 
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friend, the rugged plainsman, and prayed as such a 
prophet might pray under such conditions. Then the 
man said, “Now, I want you to ask God to give me 
my son. He is a poor, lost boy and I want him saved.” 
Moved by the deep concern of the father, the preacher 
prayed again. With tears he besought God for the way- 
ward son. That night, in the preaching service, the 
son sat near his father. His eyes were fixed on the 
preacher and the preacher spoke with great earnestness. 
Something occurred which was not on the schedule. The 
son rose in the midst of his associates, as if unable to 
restrain himself longer and said, “Preacher, I can’t re- 
main quiet another moment. Will you wait while I tell 
my father that I accept his Saviour.” The two strong 
men, father and son, fell into each other’s arms. Men 
little accustomed to show emotion, the great-hearted men 
of the plains, gathered around to clasp the hand of the 
young man and to express their joy to the father whose 
deep concern for his son they had long known. Out in 
the canyon the man dedicated his all to God. Out in 
the canyon came the quiet assurance that as the man 
had honored God, so God would honor him. 


NE 
OURS: HOW MUCH 


We have discussed stewardship; we have said some 
things about partnership. We have dealt somewhat 
with the problems and perils involved in the holding of 
property. We have considered some motives which 
should actuate us in giving. We have looked briefly at 
the teaching of Jesus concerning giving. We now go a 
little further and raise the question, How much? Mil- 
lions of people who love the Lord are raising this 
_ question. 

How much for our Lord? The New Testament teach- 
ing of stewardship binds believers to recognize that all 
that they have and all that comes to them belongs to 
their Lord. Would not a more proper question for the 
steward be, How much shall I keep? A faithful steward 
never fails to recognize that all belongs to his master. 
Joseph was a servant and steward in the house of Poti- 
phar so that Potiphar knew not what he possessed ex- 
cept that which came on his table. Joseph as a steward 
could never have raised the question, How much shall 
I give my lord? He knew very well that all belonged 
to his lord, and that according to the law of the land he 
himself was the property of his master. Joseph could 
only raise the question, How much shall I keep for my- 
self? That question he had a right to ask and he alone 
could answer it. If we are to be real stewards of the 
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Lord Jesus we must not make even an implied claim to 
property. The question which is proper for a New Testa- 
ment steward would seem to be, How much of all my 
Lord entrusts to me shall I keep for myself? 


A Sare GuIDE FOR THE CHRISTIAN 


Let him determine as accurately as possible his pri- 
mary or essential needs, including that which is re- 
quisite to his best efficiency and covering a just provi- 
sion against future needs, especially of declining years, 
and let him give what remains over and above these re- 
quirements. This would seem to be the ideal of steward- 
ship. Even so, a steward should not feel that he must 
give all at any given time. Much of the best and most 
permanent work for Christ in the maintaining of in- 
stitutions must always be done by those who do not 
spend all that they make and who do not give all that 
they save. The steward may well take account of the 
sweep of the years. 

John Wesley in his famous sermon on “The Use of 
Money,” a message which has directly or indirectly in- 
fluenced millions of people, said: 

Gain all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can. You 
are a steward; therefore provide modestly for your own wants, 
and give the surplus. Do not stint yourself to this or that pro- 
portion. Render unto God, not a tenth, not a third, not a half; 
but all that is God’s, so that you may give a good account of 


your stewardship.” 
Two brothers, both of them devout Christians, aspire 


to be worthy stewards. One in early life answered the 
call to preach. The other felt a call to enter commercial 
life and became a capitalist. The average annual income 
of the minister for thirty years has been about $3,000. 
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The average income of his brother has been around $30,- 
000. Would it not be in accordance with the spirit of 
New Testament stewardship for each of these brothers 
alike to determine and care for his primary and essen- 
tial needs along with the probable requirements of his 
family and his old age, and give what remains to Christ’s 
causes? With stewards, we repeat, the proper question 
is not how much give; rather it is how much keep. 

Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, known and loved in all 
lands, says: 

1. The Christian belongs to God—spirit, soul, and body—in 
all powers and possibilities, 

2. All that the Christian has is to be used with an eye single 
to the glory of God in the accomplishment of his purposes. 

Applying these principles, how should a Christian deal with his 
money? Of whatever income he obtains, he should say, “This 
belongs to the Master. I am to discover by honest calculation 
how much I need for the proper maintenance of my life and 
home, that both may continue to glorify God. All the rest is to 
be devoted, as he shall direct, for the extension of his kingdom 
among men.” 


Tue LIntiputTiAN Heresy 


Some one has directed attention to the Lilliputian 
heresy. Churches expect little where they have a right 
to expect much. Pastors ask little of those who ought 
to do great things. A Texas pastor timidly asked a 
prosperous man for $1,000 as an offering for a special 
fund. The man readily gave $1,500 and later, on a 
half dozen occasions, gave amounts exceeding $25,000. 
A mission secretary with some hesitation asked a woman 
for a contribution to help a Japanese boy secure an edu- 
cation. Before the conversation ended the woman had 
given her check for a sum sufficient to erect a dormitory 
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in which many Japanese boys might be housed. We are 
guilty of the Lilliputian heresy, when we accept with ap- 
proval offerings for our Lord which cost the giver less 
than he spends for simple luxuries. A man gave $102 
to missions and during the same year spent $120 for one 
indulgence. The man who gives annually $200 to his 
church and spends $500 for a summer outing for his 
family is a Lilliputian giver. Among the heresies of the 
day the Lilliputian heresy is one of the most hurtful to 
the cause of our Christ. 


A Missionary Wuo Darep to Act Upon His STEwaArpD- 
SHIP 


The progress of Christ’s cause through the ages has 
rested with men and women who have dared to be 
stewards. The real Christian work of the world is done 
by those who are willing to take Christ at his word. 
This doctrine of stewardship appears, let us say, un- 
natural and unreasonable. As these lines are being writ- 
ten, Dr. George W. Leavell, Southern Baptist medical 
missionary, is leaving for China. Because of the insecur- 
ity and perils arising from the upheavals in China, Dr. 
Leavell is leaving his wife and daughters in the states. 
Now it happens that he is a gifted physician and surgeon, 
long the head of a hospital staff in Suchow, China. He 
could open an office in any city in this country and have a 
lucrative practice. Thus he could live in comfort with 
his family. Is it not unreasonable and unnatural that 
Dr. Leavell should put a continent and an ocean between 
himself and his loved ones and go into the unrest and 
perils of China? There are not wanting those who plainly 
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declare that he is an impractical visionary and that 
his course is both unnatural and unreasonable. 

A few years ago, two millions of our choicest men left 
their loved ones and went into the deadly perils of the 
World War. No one said that these men were imprac- 
tical or that their course was unreasonable. This whole 
nation acclaimed these men. Then why should one man, 
accepting his stewardship and facing sacrifice and danger 
in order to open a hospital in China long closed by rea- 
son of his absence, be called unreasonable or impractical? 
There is just one answer; believers have not grasped and 
accepted Christ’s teaching of stewardship. Dr. Leavell 
said with another steward of the long gone years: 
What mean ye to weep and break my heart? for I am 
ready not to be bound only, but also to die in China for 
the Lord Jesus. 

Christ is himself, according to all human standards, 
impractical and unreasonable. His cause would make 
real progress if only his followers would dare to walk 
in his steps. Instead his disciples all too often take the 
edge off his teaching by saying that lives such as that of 
Paul and of George W. Leavell and the multitudes of 
those who offer themselves in sacrifice are proper and 
needed for exceptional and unusual conditions. Since 
Christ’s day there have been no normal and usual con- 
ditions. The gospel itself is wholly exceptional, entirely 
unusual. It demands men and women who will dare to 
be “unreasonable and unnatural.” 


A Youna Woman YIELDS TO THE CLAIMS OF STEWARD- 
SHIP 

Youth has always in a special way responded to the 

demands of Jesus. A mission secretary, his heart on 
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fire with desire to see Christ preached in heathen 
lands and knowing well that youths gladly venture all 
for Christ, constantly watches for strong young men 
and women who may be induced to go to foreign fields. 
He attended the graduation exercises in a great college. 
A young woman of rare beauty and evident intellectual 
ability brought a stirring message to the faculty and her 
fellow students. The mission secretary whispered to the 
president: ‘Who is that girl?” He was told that she 
was a child of wealth destined for “a career.” Nothing 
daunted, the secretary said, “I want that girl for 
China.” The president smiled, an incredible smile, in- 
dicating more clearly than words could do that the idea 
was wholly impracticable. The missionary knew how 
youth loves holy adventure. Later in the day he met 
the girl and boldly proposed that she should go to 
China. He appealed to her sense of stewardship and 
challenged her to a worthwhile task. The young woman 
is now in China. 


Why Nor Ask ror Wortuy GIFtTs? 


It is a mistake to ask for a part when Christ demands 
the whole. Christ is belittled and his cause is minified 
when great and gifted souls are asked to do little things. 
A teacher in a Christian college had made the usual of- 
ferings in response to the usual appeals. Dr. George W. 
Leavell spoke to a small group in which this teacher was 
present, telling about his hospital in China and outlin- 
ing the urgent need for an elevator for the use of the 
patients. The cost of the needed elevator would be $2,- 
000 in American money. The teacher asked for the 
privilege of giving the amount needed to make possible 
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the elevator. Out of reserve funds gathered by long- 
practiced economies a check was given for the desired 
amount and the missionary sailed for China with a heavy 
burden lifted from his heart. Better still, if possible, the 
teacher who gave knew, perhaps for the first time in life, 
the joy and satisfaction which come from rendering a 
worthwhile service. 

A perplexed pastor said, “What am I to do about my 
prosperous members?” It ought not to be difficult to 
offer them challenging tasks which will appeal. Let this 
pastor ask one man to build a hospital. He may sug- 
gest to another that he erect a new building for some 
orphanage. To others he may propose the sending out 
of a group of missionaries. What prosperous disciples 
need is the challenge of real and worthwhile tasks. And 
while this pastor is concerning himself about his more 
prosperous members, he should not lose sight of the scores 
and hundreds who, like the teacher mentioned above, 
have only modest means and yet need only the sug- 
gestion and appeal of definite tasks to start them on 
the way to be New Testament stewards. 


A Younc Man Ficuts a WINNING BATTLE 


A gifted young man had just completed ex- 
tended educational courses. He had planned to render 
educational service as a missionary in China. The time 
had come when he must make a final decision. In his 
room in the large dormitory he sat alone behind a locked 
door facing the question of what he should do with his 
life. On the table before him lay three things, his Bible, 
a woman’s watch, and a pretentious looking business 
document. His Bible had said, “Come,” and it now 
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seemed to be saying, “Go.’’ The business document was 
a proposed contract already signed by a great commercial 
concern guaranteeing a salary of $5,000 per year. It 
only awaited his signature to make it effective. The 
young man held the contract before him. He knew 
little of business, but he knew enough to know that an 
offer of this kind from such a firm meant that its officers 
believed they had found a man whom they might use 
in some large way; it almost certainly meant that the 
Way was open to executive responsibility and a place 
which would pay a really handsome salary. He held 
the contract with nervous fingers. With the promised 
$5,000 he could live in comfort and contribute enough 
to send some other man to serve in China. Then his 
eye fell on the watch. Years before, the family ex- 
chequer was depleted and his mother, having no offering 
at hand, had wrapped this watch in paper and laid it 
on the collection plate as an offering to missions. Dr. 
J. B. Gambrell, of blessed memory, took that offering. 
Learning who gave the watch, he found brethren who 
gladly gave $50 to redeem the watch and had it re- 
turned to the giver. The watch had been given to this 
young man as the youngest child with a prayer that it 
might in his possession go to render service in China. 
He held the little token in his hand and a flood of 
holy memories surged through his heart. The battle, 
brief but sharp, was over; the victory was won. He tore 
the contract to shreds; his decision was made. He was 
a steward. He must respond to the call of his Lord who, 
though he was rich, yet became poor. Ullin W. Leavell 
thus showed that he knew the deep and real meaning of 
stewardship. 


Is it not enough that my 
Lord's last message to ME was 


“Go YE into all the 


and preach the gospel to every creature”? 


Dare I be indifferent to this? 


VII 
OURS: HOW MUCH (Concluded) 


How much of the material good things with which God 
blesses the believer should be set apart for the special 
uses of Christ’s kingdom? Sensitive souls, eager to 
know and to do the will of their Lord, naturally desire 
light and guidance out of the Scriptures at this point. 


THE CHRISTIAN OvuGHT TO GIVE aT LEAST ONE-TENTH 
oF His INcoME For SpeciFic Reuicious Usss 


1. Scripture Teaching in General. 

(1) The stewardship which we have considered in 
these pages would surely demand that as much as one- 
tenth should be set apart for the use and honor of the 
Lord who owns all. Granting that the believer is free 
in Christ to determine for himself the percentage which 
he shall offer, is it conceivable that an intelligent Chris- 
tian should feel at liberty to offer less than the patri- 
archs gave and less than God’s Israel gave through hun- 
dreds of years? A smaller proportion of the income than 
the tenth has never been proposed, or advocated in the 
religious history of mankind. 

(2) The partnership of which we have spoken must 
surely bind believers to give at least the tenth. We 
have seen that Jesus recognized in every business a 
three-fold partnership; self, society, and God. In view 
of the contributions which they make to every business 
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success, Jesus said, “Render to Caesar (society) the 
things which are Caesar’s, and to God the things which 
are God’s.”” When Christians consider how much their 
Silent Partner puts into their business, their enlightened 
consciences must agree that the tenth is the least that 
any disciple of Jesus can offer in acknowledgment of his 
obligation. 

(3) The patriarchs in the dim early ages recognized 
the tenth as a reasonable proportion to be offered to 
Jehovah. Abraham (Genesis 14) “gave a tenth part of 
all” to Melchizedek, priest of God most high. In an 
hour of blessed spiritual vision Jacob vowed a solemn 
vow: “Of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee” (Genesis 28: 22). 

(4) The Holy Spirit through Moses wrote the tenth 
into the Levitical system. ‘And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree 
is the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord” (Leviticus 27: 
30). Thus through the centuries from Moses to Christ 
God’s people, in accordance with his own express com- 
mand, made the tenth the basis of their giving. It should 
be remembered that the tenth was the basis and not the 
sum of their giving. 

The Jew lived in the dim light and hope of a promised 
Messiah; the Christian lives in the glorious light of an 
offered sacrifice and worships and serves a risen and 
living Saviour. Will any one suggest that God’s require- 
ment for the Christian is less than that which was im- 
posed upon the Jew? Will the enlightened conscience of 
the Christian permit him to offer less for his Lord than 
the minimum given by the Jew? 
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(5) The law of the tenth, like the law of the Sabbath, 
is based upon fundamental principle; it is founded in the 
nature of things. Both the law of the tenth and the law 
of the Sabbath are expressive of essential and abiding 
principles. Neither can be disregarded because both are 
based on imperishable principles. 

The two laws concern property and time. These are 
the two most vital and inclusive interests of mankind. 
Prompted by gracious love the Father asks that a per- 
centage both of property and of time should be holy 
unto himself. In the case of property he asked one- 
tenth; in the matter of time he asked one-seventh. It 
cannot be said that either of these demands was more 
important and meaningful than the other. Both were 
expressive of living fundamental principles. Both touched 
human life in a vital way and both were inevitable if 
Jehovah was really to reign in the heart. 

Christians have somehow maintained the law as to 
time; they have observed and perpetuated God’s require- 
ment that one day in seven shall be kept holy. This 
they have done in spite of the fact that neither Jesus 
nor the New Testament writers specifically ordered its 
observance. By the master stroke of the ages Satan has 
obscured the equally fundamental requirement that a 
proportion of property shall be separated as holy unto 
the Lord. When believers revive and rediscover this 
fundamental obligation and observe it, as they observe 
the law of the Sabbath, vast and rapid progress may be 
expected in the conquest of the world for the Lord Jesus. 

It is not difficult to imagine the situation if Christians 
allowed themselves liberty as to the rule that a seventh 
of time should be holy unto the Lord. One would set 
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apart the seventh and thus hallow the Sabbath day. An- 
other might choose to dedicate the fifth, another a tenth 
and thus on and on. The best results of Sabbath ob- 
servance come from the fact that the Christian world 
stands together in observing one day in seven. Thus the 
Sabbath makes its real impact upon human life. If 
similarly the Christian world would stand together in 
observing the rule of the tenth of property, every be- 
liever would comfort and encourage every other believer 
and the coming of Christ’s reign on the earth might be 
mightily hastened. Such a concert of giving would vastly 
bless and impress the world. Thoughtful believers will 
not lightly cast the weight of their influence against such 
concert of action. 

2. The Teaching of Jesus. 

Naturally and properly Christians look especially to 
the body of teaching delivered by the Lord Jesus. 

(1) Jesus and the Mosaic law. In the Sermon on the 
Mount our Lord set forth many basal principles of his 
kingdom. He was explicit as to his attitude toward the 
law. 

Think not that I come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I 
am not come to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled (Matthew 5: 17, 18). 

Jesus then did not destroy or annul the law of the 
tenth; rather he fulfilled it. He completed it, filled it 
full. The Jewish leaders had obscured and all but for- 
gotten the living principles of which the giving of the 
tenth was an expression. They had come to observe the 
law of the tithe in a meticulous and belittling fashion. 
Their observance of the law was so hollow and meaning- 
less as to make it an offense to the Father. Jesus 
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denounced their hypocrisy with the most scathing words. 
He sought to rescue and rediscover the principle which 
was behind the law. He knew well that the letter kill- 
eth, but the spirit maketh alive. Assuming, as we may 
believe, that the law or rule of the tenth was established 
in the thinking of his hearers, Jesus gave himself to re- 
establishing the essential fact that God owns all and that 
his servants are stewards accountable to him for all. 

Did Jesus revise the law of the tenth? If he did revise 
it, surely he did not revise it backward or downward. 
He commanded the rich young ruler to go away and sell 
all that he had and give to the poor. He was clearly 
pleased when Zacchaeus announced his purpose to give 
half of his property. He commended the poor widow 
when she gave all. Surely he reads the life and words of 
Jesus to little purpose who draws the conclusion that 
Jesus meant to annul the law of the tenth or to revise it 
backward and downward. 

(2) Jesus commended the tithe. In the midst of a 
heated controversy with the Pharisees in which he piti- 
lessly exposed their hollow pretense in the external ob- 
servance of the tithing law, Jesus was at pains to ex- 
press his approval of tithing as such. ‘Woe unto you 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; for ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith, 
these ye ought to have done and not to leave the other 
undone” (Matt. 23: 23). The Pharisees were of course 
under the Mosaic law which required the giving of the 
tenth. In commending them for the observance of this 
law, however, Jesus virtually approved the principles 
underlying the law. 
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(3) Jesus commends worship and worship means giv- 
ing. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and him 
only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4: 10). Giving is an 
essential element in worship as well as in service. The 
first Gentile audience that came to worship the child 
Jesus brought offerings; gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Worship unaccompanied by sacrificial offering can hardly 
be acceptable to the Father. David said it for us long 
ago: I will not “offer burnt offerings unto the Lord of 
that which doth cost me nothing” (2 Sam. 24: 24). 

(4) The Lord Jesus has made himself dependent on 
his “friends” for the financing of his earthly enterprises. 
His are the gold and the silver; but the only gold and 
silver available for his extension work is that furnished 
by the free-will offering of his followers. In Old Tes- 
tament times when only Hebrew worship was to be 
maintained, God exacted three tithes, at least two of 
which seems to have been paid annually; does it seem 
reasonable that with world conquests in view the Chris- 
tian should be content to give less than one-tenth? 

(5) Jesus and Paul gave all and asked all. “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8: 9). 
For himself Paul declared, “I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but refuse, that I may win Christ” 
(Phil. 3. 8). 

The saints in the Jerusalem church caught the mean- 
ing and* spirit of Christ’s teaching and illustrated its 
deep inner meaning when no one of them would say 
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that any of his possessions was his own, but for the 
existing emergency they had all things common. 

As Jesus and Paul gave all, so they asked all. “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow me” (Matt. 16: 24). The 
condition and essence of discipleship is to say “No” to 
one’s self, to take up one’s cross and to walk in the 
path which Jesus trod. 

The life which Paul lived together with the gospel 
which he preached led the Macedonian Christians to 
give “first their own selves.” Having thus given all, 
nothing could be more natural than that they should 
give “up to their means, aye and beyond their means.” 

Since Jesus and Paul gave all and asked all it is easy 
to see why they did not specifically urge a particular 
proportion. Men sometimes wonder why Jesus and 
Paul did not say more about the tenth. Such wonder 
is little short of dullness. It is to miss the clear mean- 
ing and spirit of the gospel. They did not talk more 
about a percentage because they were giving and de- 
manding all. It would seem to be dullness indeed to 
construe this persistent demand for all as a setting aside 
of the long established rule that the tenth as a mini- 
mum should be holy unto the Lord. 

3. There Are Other Favoring Considerations. 

(1) It is reasonable. Enlightened consciences from 
the days of the patriarchs through Bible times to the 
present day have declared that the tenth is reasonable 
as an acknowledgment that God is the great Giver 
and Owner. Surely believers in the most favored and 
prosperous era the world has known cannot find it un- 
reasonable to give one-tenth to the Lord who gives all. 


88 OUR LORD AND OURS 


Even if the Scriptures contained no hint of a propor- 
tion of income as due to the Lord Jesus, the Christian 
conscience must still suggest such a proportion, even 
as the conscience of mankind in the dim early ages sug- 
gested and demanded it. If the alternative for the 
giving of such a proportion is the haphazard method 
of giving which all too often prevails, believers ought 
to feel no hesitancy in making their choice. Surely the 
Lord Christ is not honored by the bestowal of occa- 
sional gifts such as we might bestow in tips upon attend- 
ants for personal service. 

(2) It is systematic. A systematic giving to our 
Lord of a proportion of that which he bestows consti- 
tutes the most appropriate reminder and declaration 
that all belongs to him. If a proportion of all gains and 
earnings is dedicated to God the sense of partnership 
may become real and vital. The giving of such propor- 
tion is in line with the approved practice among men in 
all affairs of serious importance. 

(3) It is convenent. For small as for large givers the 
tenth is convenient and easy of computation. The child 
with his dime, the boy with his dollar, the man with 
his hundreds or thousands, will alike find it simple and 
convenient to set aside his tenth for the Lord’s work. 
Millions of the Lord’s faithful stewards have found in the 
tenth a convenient percentage to set aside for special 
religious uses. Smaller givers may wish to deposit the 
tenth thus set apart in some secure place about the home, 
while larger givers will wish to have a special bank 
account for the funds which thus accumulate. 

(4) It is sufficient. A tenth of the income of believ- 
ers would amply finance the churches together with the 
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institutions and enterprises through which the gospel is 
preached. The annual income of Southern Baptists is 
$1,600,000,000. Southern Baptists give annually about 
$40,000,000. This means that on the average Southern 
Baptists give about two and one-half per cent of their 
income. It will be readily apparent that a tithe of the 
income of the nearly 4,000,000 Baptists in the South- 
land would quickly discharge all debts and fill all de- 
pleted treasuries. 

(5) It is protective. The regular giving of a propor- 
tion is a safeguard against selfishness. Believers thus 
have a definite check against themselves. They can 
thus support and stabilize their determination to be good 
stewards. There is no protection so sure as the fixing 
of a proportion of income and the regular and faithful 
setting aside of that fixed proportion for the Lord’s 
service. 

In another way the habit of giving the tenth is 
protective. Long ago Gladstone pointed it out in a 
letter to his son. He suggested that the habit early and 
firmly fixed of setting aside the tenth provides a fund 
for giving which will be always available. Against this 
fund it is easy to check for any calls that may arise. 
When such calls come they do not have to be pitted 
against one’s interests or one’s own selfishness. Not 
alone as a matter of religious duty but as a good busi- 
ness system Gladstone gave a tenth of his income. Each 
call for giving has only to be weighed in the light of 
other similar calls. Those who have had experience in 
the regular giving of a tenth know precisely what this 
means. They appreciate the value of this protection. 

(6) It is profitable. Paul tells Timothy that 
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“godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of 
the life which now is, and of that which is to come.” Mul- 
tiplied thousands are ready to testify that the systematic 
and regular giving of their means into God’s treasuries 
brings ample and blessed returns. This does not mean 
that every dollar which a generous giver brings for God’s 
causes is replaced by one or more dollars in return for 
his generosity. No New Testament steward would de- 
mand or expect this. It does mean that worthy giving 
brings a peace and satisfaction which are worth more 
than gold or silver. It means more. When one through 
the habit of tithing adopts a careful financial system, 
making a check on all income and expenditure, there is 
thus superinduced a measure of thrift and economy 
which in many cases far more than balances the amount 
given. It means even more. Are there not many prom- 
ises in God’s Word that if we are lovingly faithful to him 
in service he will bless not only in things spiritual but in 
our material necessities as well? In Matthew 6: 33 
Jesus says, “Seek ye first his kingdom and his right- 
eousness and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
And in Luke 6: 38, “Give and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and run- 
ning over, shall men give unto your bosom.” And also 
Malachi 3: 10, “Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
me now herewith saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to re- 
ceive it.” 
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WE BROUGHT NOTHING INTO THE WORLD AND—? 


Carve your name high o’er the shifting sand 
Where the steadfast rocks defy decay ;— 

“All that you hold in your cold, dead hand 
Is what you have given away.” 


Count your wide conquests of sea and land, 
Heap up the gold and hoard as you may ;— 
“All you can hold in your cold, dead hand 
Is what you have given away.” 


4. Some Objections Considered. 

(1) Some are repelled by what they consider a flavor 
of legalism. 

Unquestionably this teaching concerning the tenth, 
like many other Christian doctrines, has suffered much 
at the hands of its friends. Some have doubtless been 
deterred from the advocacy of the tenth by the frequency 
with which this teaching has been enforced by the ap- 
peal to what they consider legalism. If the grocer should 
accompany his monthly statement with a marked copy 
of the legal code he would likely arouse resentment. 
Self-respecting people meet their obligations not so much 
because they must as because they ought. With sincere 
believers the will of their Lord is the highest incentive; 
the constraining love of Jesus is the most powerful mo- 
tive. 

(2) There may be believers who cannot in justice to 
themselves give the tenth. 

Our Lord is not a hard taskmaster. He does not de- 
mand the impossible and his requirements are never un- 
just. Paul states the case for us: “For if there be first 
a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man 
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hath and not according to that he hath not”. (2 Cor. 
8: 12). There are doubtless Christians who, with their 
present scale of living, cannot give the tenth to the Lord 
and yet who with a readjusted scale of living accom- 
panied by thrift and economy might easily give the 
tenth. They may be more highly valuing their modern 
way of living than they value the preaching of the gos- 
pel of Christ to a lost world. How would these same 
people live if a financial depression in the land should 
reduce their income one-tenth? Is it really impossible 
for them to live on the nine-tenths and give the tenth in 
order that they may glorify Christ’s name and promote 
his cause? 

(3) The universal giving of the tenth would be in- 
equitable. 

In this connection the objector will often suggest that 
one man may receive $1,000 a year, while another re- 
ceives $10,000; if each gives the tenth one has $900 left, 
whereas the other has $9,000. Such giving would be 
manifestly inequitable. 

The objection has weight against the insistence that 
all believers alike ought to give merely the tenth. Surely 
no one would insist upon the universal and uniform giv- 
ing of the tenth regardless of ability and conditions. This 
would obscure the plain New Testament teaching which 
says, “Every man according to his several ability,” and 
“Every one of you as God has prospered him.” Let 
those who find the tenth a reasonable and sacrificial of- 
fering give the tenth; let those whose gratitude and abil- 
ity suggest a larger amount go beyond the tenth as far 
as they will. 
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“Let THE TITHE Br ConveERTED” 


Dr. T. Claggett Skinner, in a sermon which appeared 
in The Watchman-Examiner, offers this suggestion: 

Let the tithe be converted. Let it be renewed. Let it be born 
again. Let it be shot through with love and light, and then, like 
the Sabbath, it may serve us to the end of time. 

Dr. Skinner thus says in a new and striking way what 
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount which outlined 
the principles of his kingdom: “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law or the prophets; I am not come 
to destroy but to fulfil” (Matt. 5: 17). Jesus came to 
fulfil, to fill full, to complete the law. 

Let the tithe “be converted.” This is what happened 
to the Jewish Sabbath. It was “born again.” Consider 
the changes which the Jewish Sabbath underwent when 
it became the New Testament Sabbath. 

(1) A new day. The Jewish Sabbath was the seventh 
day of the week. The followers of Jesus, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, came to observe the first day of the week. 

(2) A new name. The Jewish Sabbath became in the 
new dispensation “The First Day of the Week,” “The 
Lord’s Day,” “Sunday,” though we still retain also the 
old and historic “Sabbath.” 

(3) A new nature. Our Sabbath is freed from the 
binding and hampering regulations with which the Sab- 
bath was burdened in the Old Testament times. It has 
come to be what God from the beginning meant it should 
be, a symbol of joy, a day of rest, of worship, and of 
holy ministry, a reminder of the Lord’s rising from the 
dead, a prophecy of the rest which remaineth for the 


people of God. 
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The Jewish Sabbath, before it could fit into the realm 
of Christ, must needs be born again. Let the tithe be 
similarly regenerated. Let it be “shot through with love 
and light.” 


How Beuievers May Be Inpucep To GIvE THE TENTH 


Christian leaders, pastors especially, face the question 
as to how they may lead the people to adopt the tenth 
as a minimum in giving. Receive a parable. A certain 
man, we will call him Richard Wilson, was really con- 
cerned to meet his obligations to his Lord. His pastor 
suggested that he give the tenth of his earnings. He 
said very frankly, “Pastor, I cannot; my covetousness 
will not let me. I am establishing a business and I am 
eager to make money. I cannot get my consent to give 
a tenth.” 

Here was a man who was, to say the least, willing to 
be frank. The pastor loved him and longed to help 
him. He said, “Mr. Wilson, there are three steps in this 
matter of giving, (1) to give a portion of one’s income, 
(2) to make that portion a proportion, a definite per- 
centage, (3) to make the proportion one-tenth. You 
have taken the first step; you are giving a portion. I 
want you to take the second step and give the Lord a 
proportion, a definite agreed percentage. I will hope 
and pray that later you may see your way to make the 
proportion at least one-tenth.” 

After a moment of thought, Mr. Wilson said, “Pastor, 
your suggestion is so manifestly fair that I cannot hesi- 
tate. I will give a definite proportion. It shall be one- 
twentieth.” 
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The pastor watched the man and prayed for him 
throughout the year. At the close of the year Mr. Wil- 
son came into the pastor’s study and spoke somewhat as 
follows: “Pastor, I have had the best year of my life 
financially and otherwise. When I began to give the 
twentieth I made the Lord my partner. The consciousness 
that the Lord was thus my partner stimulated me to new 
effort and induced in me a thrift and economy which I 
had not previously known. I have made more money 
the past year than I ever made before.” 

Mr. Wilson continued with the statement that he would 
for the ensuing year give one-tenth of his earnings, and 
that he hoped to increase this percentage yearly. 

Of the three steps outlined by that wise pastor may it 
not sometimes be well to induce men to take the first two 
and thus lead them on to the third? There might thus be 
three types of members: (1) givers of a portion, (2) giv- 
ers of a proportion, a definite percentage, and (3) givers 
of the tenth. Patient and prayerful effort will usually 
lead to the third step, and when that is taken it is fre- 
quently possible to lead on to yet larger giving. 


Yet OTHER TYPES OF GIVING 


There must of course be occasions when believers will, 
like Barnabas of old, wish to sell property in order to 
give to the Lord’s cause. There will also be those who 
will wish to remember God in their wills so that some 
portion of their accumulations may go to support the 
Lord’s work after they have departed from this life. 
Believers in increasing numbers are placing funds with 
denominational boards and institutions, receiving in re- 
turn annuity bonds yielding interest, thus they may 
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receive income while they live and at the same time be 
assured that the principal sum will go to the institution 
of their choice. 


A PLEDGE TO GIVE A DEFINITE PROPORTION 


1 
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! 1. I acknowledge my obligation to give some portion 
of the material gifts which God entrusts to me. 

: 2. I recognize the obligation to make such portion a 
proportion, a definite percentage of my income. 

I therefore agree to give for my Lord’s service the 
H percentage of my income checked below. 
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OUR TITHER’S PLEDGE 


1. From God cometh down every good and perfect gift. 

2. It is God that giveth power to get wealth. 

3. God was in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self. 
Constrained by the love of Christ and recognizing 
God as the giver of all things, I agree to give one- 
tenth of my income into my Lord’s treasury for the 
extension of his kingdom. 


VIII 
OURS: HOW GIVE 


Since in giving we worship God and acknowledge 
Christ Jesus, the method, the manner, and the spirit of 
giving become matters of serious moment. As might 
be expected the Scriptures give us careful instruction 
here. 

1. We are admonished to give without ostentation: 

Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to 
be seen of them: else ye have no reward with your Father who 
is in heaven—Matthew 6: 1. 

Observe that we are not forbidden to do our righteous- 
ness before men. Much of all that we do must be done 
in the eyes of our fellowmen. Indeed we are commanded 
to let our light so shine before men that they may see 
our good works. We are, however, to guard our motive 
which is to be, “that they may glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” We are not forbidden to do good before 
men; we are warned against the insidious temptation to 
do righteous deeds before men, with a view to be seen of 
them. 

It may be a false and foolish modesty which prompts 
us to undue secrecy in the matter of our giving. Jesus 
suggests that it is an offense to all decency for us to 
pretend to make offering to God when our eye is on 
men and when we seek not God’s glory but man’s ap- 
proval. When Jesus says, “Take heed,” he suggests 
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plainly that this temptation to give with a view to be 
seen of men is insidious and intrusive. It may creep in 
when we are unaware. It may be the fly in the ointment 
which will mar our most sacred service. Jesus says that 
if we do our righteousness with a view to be seen of men 
we receive reward which we seek. Men will see. They 
may give a momentary approving glance, but “ye have 
no reward of your Father which is in heaven.” Why, 
if we have forgotten the Father and thought only of 
men, why should we expect any reward from the Father? 
Rather we have grievously sinned against God. 

2. We should give cheerfully. The Apostle Paul said 
to the Corinthians: ‘Every man according as he pur- 
poseth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly or 
of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful giver.” The 
churches of Macedonia brought much joy and comfort 
to the heart of Paul, especially by their cheerful and 
generous giving. He tells the story of their liberality 
in terms of affection and gratitude. 

But, brethren, we desire to let you know of the grace of God 
which has been bestowed on the Churches of Macedonia; how, 
amid a trial of great affliction, their abundant joy even in their 
deep poverty has overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. I 
testify that to the extent of their power, and even beyond their 
power, they have of their own choice given help. With earnest 
entreaty they begged from us the favour of sharing in this service 
to the saints. They indeed exceeded our expectations. First of 


all they gave themselves to the Lord, and to us as God willed — 
2 Corinthians 8: 1-5. 


If we could think ourselves into the place of the Lord 
as receiver, we would the more readily understand how 
it is that he loves a cheerful giver. How can he accept, 
much less appreciate, gifts which are measured out as 
a dole, grudgingly and as of necessity? 


ge God's Messenger 


God's Message 


“How can they preach except 
} they be sent?” 
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3. We should give in the spirit of worship and as an 
act of worship. Real giving is a high form of worship. 
Cain and Abel made their offerings to Jehovah, each 
bringing the fruits of his labor. Abel’s offering was an 
expression of love and gratitude, and thus of worship. 
Therefore, his offering was acceptable in the eye of 
Jehovah. This element of worship seemed to be lacking 
in Cain’s offering and hence his offering was rejected. 

The minister does well and is justified when he says 
to the congregation, “Let us worship the Lord in the 
making of our offering to him.” Paul commends the 
offering of the churches of Macedonia because “first they 
gave their own selves to the Lord, and to us through the 
will of God.” 

God wants not so much the gifts of men. To him 
belongs all the world’s wealth. The gold and silver are 
his. He claims as his own the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. God wants not so much the gifts of men as he 
wants men themselves. Into the money we earn we 
put ourselves, our brain, our heart, our body, these all 
we put into the gathering of our possessions. When, 
therefore, we give our money, we give something, a part, 
of our very selves. This part of ourselves we give in 
adoring worship acknowledging that we belong wholly 
to Jehovah and to his Son who purchased us with his 
blood. 


Ascribe unto Jehovah, 

Ye kindreds of the peoples, 
Ascribe unto Jehovah 
Glory and strength. 
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Ascribe unto Jehovah 

The glory due unto his name: 

Bring an offering, 

And come into his courts. 
—Psalm 96: 7, 8. 


4. We should give with searching of heart. Jesus 
said it: 

If therefore thou art offering thy gift at the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy way first to be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift—Matthew 5: 
23, 24. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar and there remem- 
berest. At the altar we may remember what had hither- 
to been overlooked. At the altar we instinctively scan 
the horizon. Then we go deeper and probe into things 
which may have little concerned us. “Leave thy gift’; 
God cannot accept it if there is wrong between you and 
your brother. ‘Leave thy gift before the altar and go 
thy way; first’”—set things right with your fellows. We 
are to give with faithful searching of heart, with careful 
scrutiny of life. 

5. We should give intelligently. To give blindly, to 
give out of uniformed impulse, is to dishonor God. Such 
giving can never be real worship. It must be an offense 
even to a patient and long-suffering God. 

It is the essence of stewardship that we shall invest 
with intelligent care that part of our entrusted posses- 
sions which we offer to God. In the complex life of 
our day with multiplying calls coming from every direc- 
tion it is neither a simple nor an easy matter to make 
these investments for the Lord Jesus. Along with the 
worthy causes many make claims which are not worthy. 
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The calls which are noisiest and most urgent do not al- 
ways have the largest merit. Among the worthy calls 
we must determine relative emphasis. 

Intelligent givers! How the Lord’s work needs them! 
Men and women who know the home fields and the for- 
eign fields, who read widely, who think deeply, who make 
careful discrimination, who give intelligently—these men 
and women are the salt of the earth, the light of the 
world. 

6. We should give according to some system. The de- 
mand for system is imperative and fundamental. We 
dishonor God and belittle ourselves when we give in ir- 
regular or haphazard fashion. An obligation so high and 
involving so much is not to rest upon impulse or chance. 
The support of such an institution as God’s church with 
its vastly vital enterprises should be based on order and 
system. 

In order to protect himself against insidious selfishness 
and possible parsimony toward God the believer should 
establish a system. This means that he should deter- 
mine what percentage of his income shall go into the 
Lord’s treasury. Dr. F. B. Meyer, speaking out of a 
long and successful pastoral ministry urges this necessity. 

Be careful to put the Lord’s money aside. We must not trust 
in our memories, or generalities. We must be minute, and specific, 
and careful, some having a bag, others a box, into which the 
Lord’s portion is carefully put; some having a separate banking 
account; and all having some kind of ledger account, where we 
may put down what we receive and spend for Christ, that there 


may be no embezzlement, however inadvertent, of that which is 
not ours. 


IX 
OURS: FOR OURSELVES 


In meeting our obligation to give into the Lord’s treas- 
ury we face two elements. There are first of all the 
claims of our own church and there are the demands of 
benevolences and missions beyond our church. When 
we give to our own church we are providing for our- 
selves, our neighbors and our community. When we re- 
spond to benevolent and missionary calls beyond our 
church we are giving wholly for the sake of others. In 
this chapter we discuss giving to our own church and 
hence we offer the heading, For Ourselves. In the chap- 
ter which follows we consider calls which come from 
beyond our own community and hence we offer the title, 
For Others. The distinction is of course general in its 
nature and is not to be unduly pressed. We discuss in 
this connection two questions, Why should we give to 
our church? and a companion question, Why should we 
give more largely to our church? 


I. Wuy SHoutp We GIvE For THE Support oF Our 
CuuRCH? 


This question does not admit of argument. The rea- 
sons why we should make contribution for the main- 
tenance of our own church are legion and they are as 
weighty as they are numerous. 
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1. Gratitude prompts it. The church is our spiritual 
mother. She brought us to Jesus. She has sustained 
and trained us in the service of Jesus. Like a nursing 
mother, she has wept over us and rejoiced with us. 
Across the centuries the churches have kept alive the 
fires of gospel truth and they have brought to us the 
revelation of God in Christ Jesus. 

In the pioneer days of early American life the churches 
in the midst of poverty and every adverse condition bat- 
tled for truth and integrity. They conquered the con- 
querors of the new continent and paved the way for an 
advancing civilization. To the churches, more than to 
any other single agency, America owes the stability and 
permanence of her institutions. In the end the safety of 
property and of life depends more upon the social and 
moral conditions which the churches help to create than 
upon the policeman or the sheriff. Mr. Roger W. Bab- 
son is a close student of business and as such he holds 
the confidence of business men. He will hardly be ac- 
cused of prudery when he declares that the churches 
with their gospel of honesty and neighborliness hold a 
kind of balance of power in the commercial life of the 
nation. Mr. Babson relates the story of a visit in com- 
pany with a bank president to see some new safety de- 
posit vaults. The president declared that they were the 
largest and most marvelous vaults in the city. He di- 
rected attention to the massive steel construction and 
the electrical and mechanical devices which protect val- 
uables deposited in the vaults. 

While they were looking over the vaults a man came in 
to rent one of the small boxes. He deposited some pa- 
pers, together with certain valuables. The box was 
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slipped back into its place, the man turned the key in 
the lock and went out with an evident air of satisfaction 
that his property was safe since it was protected by those 
great steel doors and those wonderful mechanical ap- 
pliances. 

Not wishing, as he states, to give him a sleepless night, 
Mr. Babson said nothing but he could not help thinking 
how easy it would be for that poorly paid humpbacked 
clerk to make a duplicate of that key before he deliv- 
ered it to the man who rented the box. With such a du- 
plicate the clerk could have made the man penniless 
within a few minutes after he left the building. In such 
case the great vault, the mighty steel door and the won- 
derful electrical and mechanical appliances would have 
been valueless. Mr. Babson continues:* 

Of course the point I am making is that the real security which 
that great bank in Chicago had to offer its clientele lay not in 
the massive stone columns in front of its structure; nor in the 
heavy steel doors; nor the electrical and mechanical contrivances. 
The real strength of that institution rested in the honesty,— 
the absolute integrity—of its clerks. 

2. Self-respect demands it. This is by no means an 
unworthy motive. Self-respect! How can a man re- 
spect himself when he disregards the first duty of a 
steward, when he refuses to recognize the rights of his 
partners, when he forgets the solemn vows and obli- 
gations which he assumed in coming into the church? 
Insofar as we neglect or fail to bear our share of the 
burdens of Christ’s church, we compel other believers to 
bear, in addition to their own share, the burdens which 
are properly ours. Our self-respect and our regard for 
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our brothers demand of us that we give as we ought lest 
we place an unfair burden upon others. The Holy Spirit, 
we may well believe, is grieved by such inequality. 

For I mean not that other men be eased and ye burdened; 
but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may 
be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a 
supply for your want; that there may be equality—2 Cor. 8: 
13-14. 

3. Self-interest suggests it. Generous giving is the 
only sure antidote against the perils of prosperity. The 
man who acquires wealth, especially if he acquires it 
rapidly, may well face the question, Am I getting money 
or is money getting me? A sailor went down in a ship- 
wreck off the California coast with a belt of gold around 
his waist. He was an expert swimmer and without the 
extra weight he could have saved his life. Did that 
man have the gold or did the gold have the man? It 
was love for us and concern for our best good that 
prompted Jesus to say: 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where 
moth and rust consume, and where thieves break through and 
steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where thy treasure is there will thy 
heart be also—Matthew 6: 19-21. 

4. Our church ts our gateway to the world. If we are 
to obey the commandment of Jesus and go into all the 
world we must go through our own church. When Nehe- 
miah would build the walls of Jerusalem his order was 
that the men should build “every one over against his 
house.” To our own church we owe a first and pecu- 
liar obligation; through our own church we will send out 
holy light and healing help to the world which lies in 
darkness. 
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II. Wuy SHovutp We Give Mors Larcety to Our Own 
CHURCH? 


Because our churches need a more generous support. 
The need of God’s house was the plea urged by the Holy 
Spirit through Malachi; “Bring ye the whole tithe into 
the storehouse that there may be meat in mine house.” 
The actual needs of God’s sanctuary were not met. Is 
it not quite as true of God’s churches today? Surely it 
is the rarely exceptional church which has fully the 
funds which it needs for its own work. Some of our 
churches could use well many times as much money as 
they now have at their disposal. Many churches could 
easily and profitably expend twice their present allow- 
ance. An increase even of ten per cent over the present 
budget would in many instances bring vastly increased 
results. The reader could quickly make a list of pos- 
sible expenditures which might enable the churches to 
enlarge their programs and increase their ministries. 
Among other things such a list might comprise the fol- 
lowing: 

1. More generous salaries to employes. While grat- 
ifying advance has been made among this line there may 
yet be room for improvement. When we consider the 
larger salaries now offered by the churches, we may well 
remember that a dollar today is worth only a little more 
than sixty cents was worth before the World War. 

2. Prompt payment of employes. Here again hap- 
pily the churches have improved their ways. They are 
coming to meet their obligations as promptly as banks 
or other business concerns. The God who charged Israel 
to give even the stranger his hire and not to “let the sun 
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go down upon it” surely wills that his churches shall not 
delay the meeting or their just obligations. 

A church owed an obligation for certain service and 
let the account run some weeks without payment. The 
man to whom it was due needed the money, but rather 
than present his account charged it off his books. Later 
the treasurer paid the amount saying, “This ought to 
have been paid earlier but I really did not have any 
money in the treasury.” Generally honest men and hon- 
orable corporations seek to pay their obligations when 
they fall due and they do this whether they have the 
money in hand or not. It is more just to borrow and 
pay necessary interest than to compel some one to carry 
the account. 

3. More workers might be employed. By the genius 
of our church life the burdens must be largely borne by 
volunteers, but this voluntary service may be much more 
effective if there is a small group at the center who can 
give full time to the service of the church. Where it does 
not seem practicable to employ a financial secretary, a 
competent man or woman may be employed for part 
time to keep the books, to send out statements and 
otherwise care for the church finances. If the church 
cannot have an educational director some capable man or 
woman might be asked to give part time in directing and 
developing the educational and training departments. 
The service of one or more students might be utilized 
in church visiting or other special service during the 
summer months. 

With a more generous budget for its own support 
almost any church might profitably increase its staff of 
workers and thus extend its usefulness. Overburdened 
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pastors might thus be set free from unnecessary cares 
and details. 

4. The pastor and other workers might be sent to as- 
semblies, conferences, and other meetings in which re- 
freshment and instruction are offered. It has become 
quite customary for the pastor to be asked to go at the 
expense of the church to the various denominational 
meetings and to such other gatherings as he may wish to 
attend. This same courtesy may well be shown other 
workers in the employ of the church. 

Besides the employed workers there are men and 
women who without compensation give largely of their 
time who might be enriched and refreshed by attend- 
ance upon educational and inspirational gatherings. 
Many churches put into their annual budgets the special 
allowance necessary to enable a choice group of their 
volunteer workers to have these special benefits. 

5. Training schools may well be provided with lunch 
offered free to those taking the study courses. In many 
churches such schools constitute a well-established fea- 
ture of church ministry, and provision for these schools 
is regularly made in the annual budget. 

6. A larger and more effective social ministry would 
be made possible by a generous allowance for its sup- 
port. There are churches which set apart hundreds of 
dollars for their music which yet make little or no pro- 
vision for social programs. It is also true that forward- 
looking churches here and there are making ample pro- 
vision in their budgets to meet the legitimate expense 
incurred for socials, dramatizations and banquets. 

7. Larger use of printed matter and of the mails 
would be possible. With many of our churches there 
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are here vast unused possibilities. The financial secre- 
tary of a large and wealthy church explained that state- 
ments and receipts were not sent out oftener “because 
the postage bill would be too great.” Churches may be 
penny-wise and pound-foolish. A few dollars spent in 
postage may bring back many dollars and may besides 
produce invaluable spiritual fruit. 

A church bulletin may at small cost offer a medium 
for announcements and for the giving of information and 
news throughout the church life. Many churches which 
are now providing this service might with slightly in- 
creased cost greatly extend the usefulness of the church 
paper. 

8. An enlarged budget would make possible better 
equipment. Churches must constantly spend money for 
better and fresher tools. Maps, charts, and other teach- 
ing devices must replace older material which has served 
its day. New tables and chairs must be occasionally 
provided, or old ones must be refreshed and made over. 
New hymn books must be provided at intervals not alone 
for the auditorium but also for the departments of the 
Sunday school and the various B.Y.P.U. organizations. 
The walls of the church plant will need to be refreshed 
ever and anon with paper or paint. The libraries which 
offer a choice collection of books for the workers may 
well receive gifts each year from the church budget so 
that the best and brightest books may be at the dis- 
posal of the workers in all departments. 

And. thus on and on, we might go naming provisions 
which may be offered and tools which may be provided 
if the church budget would permit. It is safe to say that 
if these various needs and possibilities could be fully 
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known by the devoted men and women who love the 
church and hold themselves ready to sacrifice for it, en- 
larged and perhaps ample funds would in most in- 
stances be quickly offered. It might be profitable to ap- 
point annually a commission composed of discreet work- 
ers to make a complete survey of the church plant and 
of all departments of church work with a view to 
bringing back a suggestive statement of lines along 
which enlarged expenditures ought to be made. 


x 
OURS: FOR OTHERS 


If we are to be Christian in any real sense our con- 
cern must be for others. The support which believers 
give to their own church is not in any real sense selfish. 
Through their church believers constantly reach out 
after others. By its very genius the Christian religion 
refuses to be limited, but constantly leaps over all bounds 
and goes ever to others. Charles D. Meigs gives wings 
to the sentiment and aspiration of all believers when he 
sings— 

Lord, let me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way, 


That even when I kneel to pray, 
My prayer shall be for—OTHERS. 


Help me in all the work I do 

To ever be sincere and true, 

And know that all I’d do for YOU, 
Must needs be done for—OTHERS. 


And when my work on earth is done, 
And my new work in heaven’s begun, 
May I forget the crown I’ve won, 
While thinking still of OTHERS. 


Others, Lord; yes, others, 
Let this my motto be. 

Help me to live FOR others 
That I may live LIKE thee. 


[112] 
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We are to think now of the calls for giving which in 
a peculiar sense come to us from others. 

1. Our orphanages. These make a well-nigh univer- 
sal appeal. The government, the lodges, organizations 
and institutions of many kinds, are maintaining homes 
for the care of fatherless and motherless children. The 
churches may well give their loving benediction to every 
such effort, but the churches cannot leave to others this 
Christ-like service. 

When we contribute to the orphanages we give to a 
holy benevolence, thus relieving need of a peculiar and 
most appealing nature; we give to hospital work because 
every orphanage maintains its clinic and provides hos- 
pital service; we give to Christian education, providing 
Christian training for those who could not otherwise have 
it; we give to missions because the orphanage evangel- 
izes the lost and trains the saved for missionary service 
at home and abroad. 

2. Our hospitals. The Christian hospital may well 
stand in the affection of believers close along beside the 
Christian orphanage. The ministry of Jesus was given 
almost wholly to healing and teaching. The miracles of 
Jesus were works of mercy and the larger number of 
them were wrought for the relief of human disease and 
suffering. Through modern science it is possible to work 
wonders as beneficent as Jesus wrought through his mir- 
acles. Thus we can open blind eyes, unstop deaf ears, 
straighten crooked limbs. While we cannot raise the 
dead, we can do what is even better and greater: we 
can conquer the diseases which cause death. Our Chris- 
tian hospitals provide treatment and care for the sick; 
they do this under Christian influences and in Christian 
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atmospheres. Moreover our Christian hospitals offer 
training for nurses who are to give their lives to healing 
ministries. It has been well demonstrated that Christian 
people will give cheerfully and generously to the sup- 
port of Christian hospitals. 

3. Our disabled and aged ministers. All religious de- 
nominations are now offering assistance to ministers 
who by reason of disease or old age may be dependent. 
This assistance extends, as it properly should, to their 
wives and children. 

In providing for dependent ministers the churches are 
really paying adjusted compensation. They are merely 
giving the ministers what should of right have been given 
along through the years of their active service. The 
salaries paid in the past to pastors and other denomina- 
tional servants have not been a living wage in that they 
have not been sufficient to enable the ministers to make 
provisions for declining and unproductive years. But 
the Relief and Annuity Boards are doing more than 
offering a stipend as relief for preachers who are indi- 
gent. They are offering means by which the denomina- 
tions may meet the preachers and encourage and assist 
them in their efforts to make needed provision for the 
years when incomes may be reduced or cease altogether. 
Thus the self-respect and desire for independence which 
every minister must feel is safeguarded. Along these 
lines the Relief and Annuity Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention is working. In this way the Board 
will doubtless render its largest service. 

Such provisions for ministers as are thus provided 
constitute a wise and productive investment. The use- 
fulness of the preacher through all his active years may 
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be greatly increased if he is relieved of care and unnec- 
essary concern for what the future may bring to him 
and to his loved ones. 

4, Our Christian schools. The full list comprises 
academies, colleges, universities, training schools, and 
theological seminaries. It is possible for our youths to 
enter one of our Christian academies and continue 
through university and seminary, being all the time in 
Christian atmosphere and under direct denominational 
influence. 

This system of Christian education justifies itself and 
merits support because of its direct and constant contri- 
bution to the Christian and denominational program. 
The system has produced an overwhelming majority of 
pastors and missionaries. It has produced a large num- 
ber of leading laymen. If in any representative group 
of pastors and laymen the question is raised as to where 
training was received, it is always found that a large 
number have come through Christian schools. The sem- 
inaries and training schools constantly send out to the 
churches men and women equipped for leadership. The 
following statement from a Christian college may be 
accepted as typical since it fairly represents the condi- 
tions which exist in scores of these institutions which 
were founded in the faith and the heroic sacrifices of 
the fathers. 

The student body now consists of 505 men. Of the total num- 
ber, 471 are church members, distributed as follows: 414 are Bap- 
tists, 26 are Methodists, 18 are Presbyterians, 4 are Episcopalians, 
4 are Catholics, 2 are Associate Reform Presbyterians, 1 is a 
Lutheran, 1 is a member of the Christian Church, 2 are Jews. 
Thirty-three are not members of any church, twenty of which 
expressed preference for the Baptist Church. Sixty-nine of the 
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present student body have dedicated themselves exclusively to 
religious work, forty-four are fitting themselves for the legal 
profession, forty-one looking toward teaching, thirty-three are 
studying for medicine, eight for engineering, seven for textile 
work, five for dentistry, five for journalism, five for business, 
three for accounting, three for surgery, two for chemistry, while 
272 declare they are undecided: 

5. Our missionary enterprises. Christianity is essen- 
tially missionary. Jesus was a missionary. Paul was 
both a home and a foreign missionary. God plans and 
talks always in terms of the earth and of the world. 

“God so loved the world .. .” 

“God was in Christ reconciling the world .. ,’ 

“Go ye into all the world . . .” 

In his last word spoken on the mountain before the 
cloud received him out of sight, Jesus outlined his world 
plan: “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1: 8). 

This plan outlined in the first century is the plan now 
in vogue in the twentieth century. There are four cycles. 
(1) In Jerusalem; our own community. (2) In Judea; 
State Missions. (3) In Samaria; Home Missions. (4) 
In the uttermost part of the earth; Foreign Missions. 

The program of the church, like the program of the 
Lord of the church, must be a world program. To know 
Jesus is to want the whole world to know him. To be 
cleansed from sin is to want every living soul to know 
the cleansing power of the Holy One. The concern of 
laymen for world evangelization, increasingly manifest 
in recent years, has been a heartening development. Mr. 
J. R. Pepper, that staunch layman and consecrated busi- 
ness man, says this word: 


Be 
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The church is in real business—religious business. The 
church desires to do all the business it can with all the people it 
can. The church cannot be satisfied with a retail business to a 
purely local clientage. The church must do a wholesale business, 
must extend its business to the largest area possible. The church 
cannot satisfy itself with the business of one continent. The 
church must seek the patronage of the whole world. The church 
must invest enough of its capital and men to do a wholesale 
business in an enterprising way. The rim of the earth is the only 
limit to the business of the church. If the church is to touch the 
other man, and the other man is to touch the other man, then 
the church, of necessity, must reach the utmost limits of the 
globe before it ceases its effort. 


SoME Reasons Wuy WE SHOULD GIVE “FoR OTHERS” 


1. Jesus trusts us. This ought to make a mighty 
appeal to our hearts. Some one has suggested a con- 
versation which might have taken place between the 
Lord on his return to heaven and the Angel Gabriel. 
“What provision,” said Gabriel, “did you make by which 
the world might come to know about the redemption 
which you offered for sinful men?” And then Jesus made 
reply, “I left it all with Peter and John and the others.” 
But Gabriel, mindful of the infirmities which mark us 
humans, suggested, “But, Lord, suppose that Peter and 
John and the other disciples should get busy about other 
things and neglect to publish the tidings.” The Lord 
replied, “I have made no other provision.” Our Saviour 
has trusted us and he does trust us. 

2. What we give for others often returns to bless us. 
Jesus said: “Give and it shall be given unto you, good 
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measure, pressed down, shaken together shall men give 
into your bosoms.” Out of the Old Testament comes 
an inspired voice, “There is that that withholdeth more 
than is meet but it tendeth to poverty; there is that that 
scattereth abroad and yet increaseth” (Proverbs 11:24). 

A home mission secretary was pleading for a new 
church building which was much needed in a western 
state. An aged man heard the plea and was deeply im- 
pressed. He called the secretary to his home and said, 
“T have saved a fund for the education of my boy. He 
is wayward and I have no hope that he will avail him- 
self of my help. I want to give the money to build the 
church in the West.” Soon after the building was com- 
pleted a revival meeting was in progress. A poor way- 
ward youth far from home walked down the street, and, 
yielding to the attraction of the lights and the singing, 
walked in and took a back seat. Memories of his early 
home and of a praying father and mother stirred his 
heart and that night he gave the minister his hand in 
token of a complete surrender to Christ Jesus. When 
he gave the minister his name, it sounded strangely 
familiar. The minister asked about his home and peo- 
ple. He was the poor lost son of the man whose gift 
had made possible the very building in which they 
were worshipping. Not always in such direct and strik- 
ing way, but none the less surely and really, God gives 
back to us what we give for others. 

3. When we give for others we join an innumerable 
host of glorious givers. If we will pause and think for a 
moment they will come trooping before us. There is 
the brave lad who perished in the fire which destroyed 
the Iroquois Theater in Chicago. Having made good his 
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own escape, he broke open a door leading to an alley 
passage and one by one he carried twenty-seven women 
and children across to safety. He breathed the hot 
flames and fell writhing in pain. When they laid him 
out on the ground below, men and women bemoaned him 
and tearfully said he was so young to die. Hearing 
them, the youth said: “Don’t grieve for me. Some men 
get their chance at fifty; some at forty; some at thirty. 
Mine came at twenty. I have done only my duty.” 

Still they come, a mighty procession! There are the 
physicians and nurses who, when the scientists sought 
to discover and defeat the deadly yellow fever plague, 
volunteered to shut themselves in with the suspected 
mosquitoes and never came out. All honor to Dr. Lazear 
and the brave nurse who cheerfully gave their lives to 
save the lives of their fellows. 

4. We ought to give “for others” because this is the 
highest and best expression of giving. When we give for 
ourselves, for the support of our own church, for the 
erection of a building in our own community, we do a 
worthy and commendable thing. But when we give for 
others beyond our borders, for others from whom we 
can never hope to receive again, we exemplify the spirit 
of Jesus in its real essence. Men of the world feel that 
they can understand in some measure why men give to 
their own churches because thus they provide for them- 
selves and their own. Men of the world stand uncov- 
ered in the presence of that giving which overleaps all 
possible self-interest and goes to the realms beyond. 

5. Modern believers are offered world channels for 
their gifts. When Paul gathered funds in Europe for the 
poor saints in Asia he found it necessary to have two 
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men travel with him at great expense of time and money 
to carry the bulky offering to Jerusalem. There were of 
course no banks and no letters of credit. Giving under 
such conditions was fraught with difficulties. The Old 
Testament saints were practically shut up to giving for 
the support of their own religious system and for the 
relief of their own poor. Wide and appealing are the 
channels which are open to us. If we wish to send a 
dollar to some hospital in China we can, through a mis- 
sion board, with its letters of credit, have it delivered 
without cost or for a merely trifling cost. If there is a ca- 
tastrophe in any part of the earth the Red Cross is in 
position to take our dollar and in an incredibly brief 
time make it do full duty in Japan or Italy or Brazil. 
These open channels for gifts beginning with our own 
church and extending through our state, and our coun- 
try, and to the uttermost part of the earth may well be 
a powerful incentive to make large and worthy gifts. 


“Give as you would if an angel 
Awaited your gift at the door; 
Give as you would if to-morrow 
Found you where waiting is o’er; 
Give as you would to the Master, 
If you met his searching look; 
Give as you would of your substance, 
If his hand the offering took.” 


XI 
OURS: CHURCH FINANCE 


The head of a large department store was holding a 
conference with his associates. Together they were out- 
lining plans and policies for another year. The trend of 
the conference was on this line: All of our methods are 
now under review; the fact that we have used certain 
plans and succeeded with them is no reason why we 
should continue to use the same plans. Our world is a 
different world from what it was ten or even five years 
ago. We have done well; we want to do better. We 
have succeeded; we want to attain larger success. 

Something like this ought to be deep in the hearts of 
church leaders. It is not enough that the church has 
done well. Perhaps it ought to do much better. It is 
not sufficient that all obligations have been met; per- 
haps much larger obligations ought to be assumed. 
Surely churches ought to keep pace with the advancing 
progress which marks other institutions in the commu- 
nity. No church can afford to remain static. Churches, 
along with all other enterprises, must make progress 
or they must lose ground. 

Progress, real and most gratifying, marks the churches 
in recent years in the management of their finances. We 
indicate briefly some lines along which this progress has 
come. These are also the lines along which the progress 
and development of the future may be expected to lie. 
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I. THerE Has Bren A CoorDINATING OF CHURCH 
AGENcIES WITH A VIEW TO BRINGING THE CHURCH 
Finances Into Unity 


This has been necessarily a slow and difficult measure. 
There have been in many of our churches several 
agencies in the field making separate appeals for money, 
having separate treasurers and conducting their financial 
operations without reference to each other and without 
any special reference to the church itself. The Sunday 
school asked the support of its own members, had its own 
treasurer and conducted its finances quite as if it had 
been a separate and independent organization. The 
B.Y.P.U. did the same. The W.M.U. did the same. 
The church made more or less spasmodic appeals and 
got along as best it might. There were thus at least four 
agencies seeking offerings and four independent lines of 
financing. Note some consequences: 

1. Children and many youths gave only to the Sun- 
day school. They did not grow up with the idea and 
habit of giving to the church. In giving to the Sun- 
day school they were providing the literature and other 
materials which they themselves needed and were thus 
giving wholly or largely for themselves. This training 
was manifestly narrow and unworthy. Thoughtful work- 
ers everywhere are now recognizing that “a more ex- 
cellent way” is to have all gifts made in the Sunday 
school to go directly into the church treasury and then 
supply the needs of the Sunday school out of the general 
church treasury. Thus the children and all members 
of the Sunday school contribute directly to the church, 
while the church itself provides for the necessities of its 
teaching service. We have here not a minor detail but 
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rather a fundamental question which must vitally affect 
the training and attitude of church members. 

2. This haphazard and independent method of sep- 
arately financing each agency of the church has served 
largely to break the appeal of the church and has ad- 
versely affected the standing of the church in the com- 
munity. The appeal of the church for contributions 
should be unified and should be all-inclusive for the sake 
of the givers, and for the sake of the church. In order to 
accomplish this manifestly desirable unity the churches 
are in increasing numbers asking the Sunday school, the 
B.Y.P.U., the W.M.U. and the Men’s Union to contribute 
to the church treasury and in turn the churches are meet- 
ing the necessary expenses of these organizations. 

3. This independent method of financing has tended 
to perpetuate the separateness and independence of the 
subsidiary organizations within the church. The Sun- 
day school, for example, grew up as a separate and in- 
dependent institution. At first the Sunday school was 
conducted outside of the church building. Even when it 
was admitted into the building, it remained separate in 
its management and in its financing. Steadily the sen- 
timent has grown for the full incorporation of the Sun- 
day school into the church life. The idea that the Sun- 
day school should be under church control and that the 
church should elect its officers and teachers has gained 
ground until it is now deeply rooted. But church con- 
trol without church support cannot be deeply mean- 
ingful. The Sunday school can never be brought into 
a right relation to the church so long as the Sunday 
school is left to finance itself apart from the church. 
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We have used the Sunday school as an example. All 
that has been said holds equally of the B.Y.P.U. and the 
W.M.U. In the B.Y.P.U. the young church members are 
being trained. But if they are to finance their own or- 
ganization apart from the church they are being trained 
in the wrong direction. Clearly the members of the 
B.Y.P.U. organizations should contribute directly to the 
church and then the church should provide amply for 
the needs of the B.Y.P.U. 

Likewise the W.M.U. has been all too often a money- 
raising agency within the church, breaking the unity of 
the appeal made by the church. Thus the vital power of 
the appeal of the church has been broken and the dig- 
nity of the church has been impaired. Gradually the 
wise custom has grown of having the W.M.U. mem- 
bers contribute to the church program and then having 
the church treasury meet the necessities of the W.M.U. 
This cannot affect adversely the inspirational and edu- 
cational service which our women are rendering in such 
gratifying fashion. 


II. Tue Cuurcues Have Mane Procress IN FHE WIDE 
ADOPTION OF THE BupcEet PLAN 


The word budget, as we use it here, signifies “a state- 
ment of probable revenue and expenditure and of finan- 
cial proposals for the ensuing year.” The budget idea 
has rooted itself in governmental and commercial cir- 
cles. The federal government, the states, the counties, 
and the cities all operate on the budget plan. In a word 
a statement is prepared showing “probable revenue and 
expenditure” and then there are “financial proposals for 
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the ensuing year.” This custom prevails in practically 
all commercial and manufacturing business. 


1. Some advantages of the budget 

(1) The ‘budget constitutes a definite goal toward 
which the church may work. Thus the church sets for 
itself a reasonable and attainable standard. There is 
the challenge which always comes from the adoption of 
a definite goal. 

(2) The offering of a budget offers the members 
needed data on which to determine what they ought to 
give. It gives them exact information as to how the 
desired funds are to be expended. The budget will carry 
an itemized statement showing just what amount is pro- 
posed for each particular object. Such explanations as 
may be made of the budget and the items it contains will 
answer questions, clear up difficulties, and pave the way 
for an intelligent response. 

(3) The preparing of a budget substitutes order for 
chance, system for chaos. It inspires the confidence and 
commands the respect of people who are careful and or- 
derly in the management of their own affairs. Thus the 
churches obey the scriptural injunction, “Let all things 
be done decently and in order.” 


2. How prepare the budget 


A careful and discreet committee should prepare the 
budget which should comprise an itemized statement of 
all needs for the ensuing year. It is generally neces- 
sary to add ten or fifteen per cent for unexpected emer- 
gency expenses in order to avoid special offerings. This 
committee will present its tentative report to the pastor 
and deacons and these in turn will carry the report to 
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the church in conference. In the same manner a bud- 
get may be made and agreed upon as regards the of- 
ferings of the church for general denominational work. 
When these two budgets are combined we have a single 
or unified budget. 


3. Special offerings 


Definite agreement should be reached as regards spe- 
cial offerings. Some churches agree that there shall be 
no special offerings during the year. Some churches ar- 
range for a self-denial offering in the spring and a thank 
offering in the fall. Some churches permit special offer- 
ings in connection with revival meetings, while other 
churches include this item in the budget. The point 
upon which it is necessary to insist is that the agree- 
ments reached and announced at the beginning of the 
year shall be sacredly kept throughout the year. Other- 
wise the budget system is vitiated and its best success 
is impossible. 


III. Procress Has Bren MapbeE IN THE WiprER ENLIST- 
MENT OF GIVERS 


The introduction and use of the “every-member can- 
vass” marked a new era in church financing. Churches 
which make no thorough and scientific effort to reach and 
enlist their membership must now consider themselves 
on the defensive. How can they justify themselves in 
the neglect of this reasonable obligation which is re- 
inforced by every consideration of duty to the mem- 
bership and loyalty to Christ? The duty to seek and se- 
cure members carries with it the obligation to train and 
utilize them for Kingdom ends. 
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1. How enlist members 


How shall this annual enlistment be conducted? No 
two churches will pursue exactly the same method. No 
church perhaps will pursue exactly the same method as 
it has hitherto used. We may content ourselves with 
stating briefly and in bare outline some methods which 
various churches have pursued. 

(1) The every-member canvass. In this the essential 
steps are as follows: 

Select and drill a sufficient number of workers to make 
the desired canvass quickly and effectively. Presum- 
ably the deacons possess special fitness for this work, 
though many other workers will usually be needed. 

Make a roll comprising the entire membership along 
with others who may be induced to give. Arrange this 
list in small groups so that a convenient group may be 
assigned to each of the proposed canvassers. 

Let the selected canvassers go out on a given Sunday 
afternoon and visit the homes of those whose names ap- 
pear on their lists, seeking from each one a subscription 
covering the coming year. It seems desirable that these 
workers should go two and two. 

Follow up this initial effort until the last possible con- 
tributor is accounted for. It is at this point of the 
follow-up work that many churches fail. It is vitally 
important that this work be pressed thoroughly and 
quickly. 

Our people in increasing numbers are, through prac- 
tical experience, becoming familiar with steps needed in 
the every-member canvass. If the reader wishes further 
and fuller guidance he will find it in Financing a Church 
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by Dr. John T. Henderson and in other similar man- 
uals. 

(2) The church “at home” day. Some churches have 
used this suggestion successfully. The church designates 
a given day and for that day keeps “open house,” ask- 
ing the members to come to the church house to make 
their pledges and receive their offering envelopes. Later 
a list is made of those who have not pledged and a care- 
ful canvass is made to reach these. 

(3) There is yet another method which has much to 
commend it and which is meeting with increasing fa- 
vor; in this plan a given Sunday is designated and widely 
announced as the day on which all members and others 
interested will be asked to make their subscriptions for 
the coming year. Arrangement is made for the expla- 
nations and appeals to be made in each department of 
the Sunday school. Then in each class the pledge cards 
are passed and the people are asked to sign them. In 
the morning and evening services of worship the cards 
are again passed in an effort to secure subscriptions from 
any who have not already made them. This effort is of 
course followed up with a personal canvass. 


2. Suggestions for the enlistment effort 


(1) This effort should, as we have suggested, be made 
every year. Some churches make this canvass with 
great thoroughness once and then wait two or three years 
for another similar effort. In such case the loss must 
be apparent. 

(2) This canvass should be thorough. A partial ef- 
fort is unworthy of us. To neglect or overlook people 
because they can make only small pledges is to miss the 
true spirit of Christ and to grieve his blessed Spirit. A 
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deacon said with a frankness which was as refreshing 

as it was startling: “We have in my church a good 

many people whose gifts are so small and so difficult to 

secure that a few of us have agreed to pass them up and . 
to enlarge our subscriptions so as to make up what they 

would give.” Possibly something like this is being done 

in all too many of our churches. 

(3) This canvass should be conducted with cautious 
care. We are on delicate ground when we must ask 
people for money. We cannot always know the condi- 
tions or the ability of the people with whom we deal. 
Many who are of mature years are yet babes in their 
development. Some are sensitive. There are those who 
will need to be guarded against making pledges which 
they will later find it impracticable to pay. There are 
those who will need encouragement to make worthy 
pledges. There are old sores and grievances which 
must be dealt with at this time. Our purpose certainly 
is not to secure the largest possible pledges but rather to 
lead the people to assume reasonable obligations in the 
meeting of which they will be blessed in their own 
lives. When we ask one to give money we invite him 
to give a part of his very self. Levity and flippancy 
have no place in religious service and they are peculiarly 
out of place when associated with the offerings which 
the Lord’s people are to bring into his treasury. 

(4) This canvass should be accompanied by infor- 
mational and educative processes. Make careful prep- 
aration. Be deliberate. Take time. Carry to the en- 
tire membership of the church full explanation and com- 
plete information regarding the needs to be met and 
the financial plans of the church. Let the people know 
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how much money is sought and how it is to be spent. 
Invite and answer all questions. Let the pastor bring 
special messages on stewardship and Christian giving. 
Let him discuss various phases of denominational min- 
istry, such as missions, education and benevolence. Let 
study classes be conducted. These educative processes 
may well continue through some weeks. 

(5) This financial canvass may well extend beyond 
the limits of the church membership. There are chil- 
dren and young people in the Sunday school who have 
not yet united with the church. There are the men and 
women in our organized Bible classes who have not yet 
yielded to the claims of Jesus. There are the people who 
hold membership elsewhere and who do not contribute 
anywhere. These may be won to the church by being 
enlisted in the support of the church. 


3. Further steps needed throughout the year 


(1) Secure subscriptions from new members as they 
may be received into the church. Before they leave the 
church they should be supplied with a box of envelopes 
through which to make their contributions. 

(2) Send a monthly or quarterly statement to all sub- 
scribers whether they have paid or are in arrears. If 
they have paid, such statement will be a receipt. If they 
are in arrears, the statement will serve as a reminder. 

(3) Visit personally those who may fall behind with 
their subscriptions; secure payment where it is prac- 
ticable to do so; in cases of sickness or other misfortune 
it may be advisable to cancel the pledge and let the sub- 
scriber make a new start. In such cases the pastor and 
deacons may wish to offer needed relief. 
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4. Envelopes for weekly contributions 


(1) The use of the envelopes serves well both the 
giver and the treasurer. No other means has yet been 
devised for the so accurate keeping of the records. 

(2) The plan has back of it the suggestion of the 
Scriptures. “Upon the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him.” 

(3) It accords with the divine injunction: “Bring 
an offering and come into his courts.” 

(4) It serves the condition of many givers and en- 
ables them to make offerings which would not otherwise 
be possible. In recognition of this fact other givers may 
well adjust themselves to the plan to the end that there 
may be unity of practice in the congregation. 


IV. Tue Foutowine Suppiies Are NEEDED IN ALL 
CHURCHES WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL 


1. Pledge cards of suitable size and in sufficient num- 
bers for the making of subscriptions. 

2. A suitable book for the treasurer, either perma- 
nent or loose-leaf. In this book all financial records are 
to be kept, all pledges are to be recorded and all pay- 
ments entered. 

3. Offering envelopes to be furnished in cartons to 
each subscriber for the use in making his contributions. 

4. Printed forms to be used monthly, quarterly, and 
annually in sending receipts, statements, or reminders. 

Larger churches may wish to have these needed sup- 
plies printed locally and expressly for their own use. 
It is of course less expensive to secure them from the 
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Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Samples will be furnished on request. 


V. Gratiryinc Procress Has Been MapE IN THE BusI- 
NEss POLICIES OF THE CHURCHES IN HANDLING 
THEIR FINANCES 


1. Careful bookkeeping methods have been adopted. 
These methods in churches often compare favorably 
with those in use in the best business institutions. The 
books and all records are carefully kept. The treasurer 
is duly bonded. The books and all accounts are regularly 
audited by a registered accountant. Receipts and state- 
ments are sent out with clock-like regularity. An annual 
statement or balance is sent to each subscriber. 

2. Larger churches are maintaining business offices 
which compare favorably with similar offices in banks 
and other financial institutions. Smaller churches are 
providing equipment according to their needs and ability. 

It is hardly to be expected that such progress and 
reforms as we have discussed above are going to sweep 
the country. By their very genius our churches are con- 
servative. They do not take kindly to sudden or rapid 
changes. It can scarcely be surprising that some churches 
will cling tenaciously to antiquated methods; that some 
church officers who in their own affairs have adopted the 
most modern and approved methods are yet content to 
let their churches move in deadening ruts. Having thus 
pointed out certain gratifying progress which the 
churches are making, we will undertake in the chapters 
which follow to suggest simple and workable means by 
which the churches may improve their financing policies. 
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We outline briefly the salient points in a method of 
church financing which has been used somewhat widely 
and which seems to have much to commend it. 

1. The plan. The plan offers one all-inclusive bud- 
get embracing the local church expenses and missions 
and benevolence. Into this single budget all offerings 
are made. Such contributions as are made in the Sun- 
day school or in other organizations go directly into 
the church treasury. Out of this general treasury the 
Sunday school, the B.Y.P.U., the W.M.U. and any other 
subsidiary organizations receive the funds necessary to 
meet their needs, as agreed upon when the budget was 
arranged. 

2. The method of securing the annual pledges to meet 
the budget. The Sunday school, as the inclusive organ- 
ization in the church, is somewhat largely used for this 
purpose. The department heads present the claims of 
the budget to their departments, while the teachers take 
the matter up with their classes and secure the desired 
pledges. The needs of the budget are then presented to 
the morning and evening congregations and further 
pledges are made. Later a list of those who have not 
subscribed is made and effort is put forth to enlist these. 

3. The method of receiving payment of the pledges. 
In the Sunday school the envelopes are received in the 
usual way and all offerings go direct into the church 
treasury. At the preaching services the usual offerings 
are taken and those who have not brought their envel- 
opes to the Sunday school are asked to make their of- 


fering. 
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These seem to be the salient points stressed by those 
who advocate this method. In other respects the whole 
process is such as is ordinarily pursued. 


4. The following advantages are claimed for the 
method: 

(1) It uses an effective organization which is ready at 
hand and which has in it, or should have in it, practically 
all of the members and others who ought to contribute. 

(2) It unifies the church program. Everybody supports 
the church. There are no conflicting or discordant ap- 
peals. So long as various organizations in the church 
go afield to finance themselves so long will the unity 
of the church be impracticable. Church control without 
church support does not get us anywhere. 

(3) It educates in the right direction. So long as chil- 
dren merely bring money to pay for the literature they 
use and to support the Sunday school they are robbed of 
the privilege and blessing of supporting the church. 
Very early they should learn to support God’s world- 
wide program. 


5. Some possible objections 


(1) Church offerings should be made at the morning 
hour of worship in order to dignify and honor the church, 
the divine institution. This objection will have weight 
with those who feel that the morning congregation com- 
prises the church, while the gathering in the Sunday 
school is not the church. Those who so feel will not care 
for the, proposed plan. The objection will carry little 
weight with those who think that the church is present 
in the teaching service quite as readily as it is present 
in the preaching service. 
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(2) The plan will reduce church attendance. This ob- 
jector is the same as the one who spoke above. He does 
not regard the teaching service as the church. The church 
assembles at the morning hour of worship. It is, how- 
ever, the testimony of those who have tried the plan that 
it tends to increase attendance upon the preaching ser- 
vice. When all of the people make contribution to sup- 
port the church they feel a quickened interest in all the 
services of the church. 

(3) It is depressing to see a comparatively few wor- 
ship with their gifts in connection with the preaching of 
the Word. In reply it may be suggested that such de- 
pression fails to materialize when the reason is under- 
stood. 

Confessedly such a plan as is here proposed must be 
introduced and used with careful discretion. To intro- 
duce the plan where a church is not ready for it is to 
invite disaster. We do not present the plan as desir- 
able for all churches. It does seem to safeguard cer- 
tain fundamental interests. 
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XII 
OURS: CHURCH FINANCE (Concuiupep) 


We discuss now some of the questions which fre- 
quently arise in church financing. It must be mani- 
fest that no blanket plans can be made to cover all sit- 
uations. Here, as elsewhere in these pages, we seek to 
offer suggestions rather than ready-made solutions for 
problems. Workers who do not have sufficient initia- 
tive to make their own plans and execute them will 
hardly succeed by using any hard and fast plans which 
they may find offered in books. 


I. SHALL THE CHURCH OFFER A SINGLE OR A DOUBLE 
BupGet? 


Shall the budgets for local church support and gen- 
eral denominational work be separated leaving the people 
to determine the proportion of their offerings which will 
go to each? Or shall these two budgets be combined 
into one all-inclusive budget leaving contributions to be 
divided on a basis determined by the church? With 
what we may call the double budget there should be two 
treasurers, one holding the funds contributed for sup- 
port of the church, and one accounting for the funds con- 
tributed for missions and benevolence. While one treas- 
urer could keep both funds there would seem to be an 
advantage in having two treasurers. 
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The real objection to the single budget which is felt 
by many thoughtful leaders is that with this plan the 
interests of missions and benevolence may not be safe- 
guarded. The requirements of the church are definite 
and stated and its obligations fall due at regular inter- 
vals. Will the church play fair with the interests of mis- 
sions and benevolence? For example, we will suppose 
that there has been agreement to divide the offerings on 
a fifty-fifty basis as between the needs of the church and 
denominational work. If the full amount of the budget 
is raised no question will arise; the amount given will 
be divided equally between local support and missions. 
But let us suppose that only 80 per cent of the budget 
is raised. Will the church take the 50 per cent neces- 
sary for its own work and give the remaining 30 per 
cent for missions? If so the church fails to keep its 
solemn agreement. The people who gave on the faith 
that the church would live up to its contract and divide 
contributions on a fifty-fifty basis have a just griev- 
ance. An injustice has been done the brotherhood of 
churches in that funds which were rightly due to denom- 
inational interests are diverted for local uses. 

If the interests of missions and benevolences can and 
will be sacredly and honestly safeguarded, the chief ob- 
jection to the single budget will be obviated. There 
are some advantages in the all-inclusive budget. 

1. The single budget unifies and simplifies giving 
methods. Givers are called to face at one time and in 
one budget their entire obligation to their Lord. It may 
be said the people will give more largely if they give to 
two funds than if they bulk their gifts and make of- 
fering to one fund. Really, will they? If so, they 
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would probably give more to four separate funds and 
still more to eight. Our purpose, as we point out later 
in this chapter, is not so much to raise the largest 
possible amount of money, but rather to raise money in 
such way as to grow character. Would not the giving to 
one fund for all of the Lord’s work be wholesomely edu- 
cative among our children and youths? Many men and 
women attest the pleasure which they feel in facing at 
once their whole obligation to support the whole program 
of their church. 

2. The single budget seems to obliterate distinctions 
which are more or less artificial. Our Lord is one Lord; 
his world enterprise is essentially one. It may distinctly 
help us if we will think of it and give to it in its en- 
tirety. It is possible that we have unwittingly hin- 
dered God’s work by insistence upon our independence 
and our individuality. Would it not be entirely proper 
and in accord with New Testament principles for be- 
lievers to bring their whole offering to the church and 
let the church as a whole decide how the gathered funds 
shall be distributed? Many believers are gladly doing 
this who now wonder that they ever should have wished 
to sit individually in judgment on various departments 
of the Lord’s work, designating their gifts according to 
their own inclination. 

As regards the single or double budget, one would not 
wish to be dogmatic. In the experience of the coming 
years the churches under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
will find wisdom to decide this and all similar ques- 
tions. 
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II. How Ovaur Remope.ines or New Bvui.pines To Bg 
FINANCED? 


It is customary for churches to care for repairs, new 
equipment and all similar expenses through the regular 
budget. Extensive remodelings and new construction 
constitute exceptional and unusual expenses and these 
expenses would better be met by separate special sub- 
scriptions. These may be payable in cash or they may 
run through one, two, and three years. If more than 
three years ave required it may seem wise after three 
years to ask for new subscriptions. The treasurer will 
wish to carry a separate “building fund” account, or the 
church may think it wise to have a separate treasurer 
to care for this fund. If the church works under a sin- 
gle budget, that is, one fund for local work and all be- 
nevolences, a duplex envelope may be used in which con- 
tributions will be made to the budget and to the build- 
ing fund. If the church offers two budgets, one for local 
support and one for benevolences, a tri-plex envelope 
may be provided so that the regular offerings plus the 
offering for the building fund may be made in one en- 
velope. 

If after these subscriptions are paid there remains a 
debt which the church wishes to pay through a period of 
years, such debt may be carried and paid through the 
regular budget. 

When churches wish to borrow for building purposes 
sums large enough to justify the expense there are finan- 
cial institutions which gladly issue and sell bonds to pro- 
vide necessary funds. Many insurance companies are 
offering money to churches on the basis of long time 
loans. 
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Easy financing depends largely upon wise and careful 
planning. If a building is hastily and unworthily 
planned, if it only partially meets the needs of the con- 
gregation, if it offers waste space, if in any way there is 
extravagance or unnecessary expense, the later financing 
will be rendered more difficult. Doubtless there are 
many instances in which the difficulty in providing 
needed funds grows largely out of the fact that the 
building was not planned with thoughtful care. 

Easy financing depends also on wise and tactful pub- 
licity. The people should be taken into full confidence 
at all stages of the program. What space is to be pro- 
vided and why? What type of building is proposed and 
why? What are the plans for financing and why? 
These and many similar questions should be fully an- 
swered in such a way that the information shall reach 
the entire membership. Secret conclaves, star-chamber 
proceedings, lax and indifferent efforts to inform the 
people may make difficulties in financing. 


III. WHat or tHE RELATION OF THE PASTOR TO THE 
FINANCES OF THE CHURCH? 


Save under exceptional conditions the pastor ought 
not to be burdened with the details of church finances. 
The early apostles spoke for the preachers of all time: 
“Tt is not meet that we should leave the word of God 
and serve tables.” They spoke also for all preachers 
who were to follow when they said: “We will give our- 
selves to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

Since the pastor is responsible for the work of the 
church in its entirety and especially since growth in 
grace must depend largely upon growth in liberality 
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and more especially since the very life and progress of 
the church depend measurably upon sound financing, the 
pastor cannot evade responsibility for this phase of work 
in his church. It would seem that he must do at least 
the following things: 

1. In his teaching and preaching the pastor must in- 
terpret the will of God as regards property. He must 
warn against the peril of riches; he must lift his voice 
against covetousness. He must show the sacredness and 
value of property. 

2. The pastor must interpret to the people the teach- 
ing of the Scriptures in regard to giving. His people, 
many of them, will be eager to know the mind of Jesus 
in this realm of service and there is scarcely any other 
than the pastor to whom they can look for guidance 
and help. 

3. The pastor may well mold and direct the general 
policies of the church as they concern finances. More 
broadly than most others he understands the principles 
which should guide here. He can safeguard certain 
vital interests which are at stake. 

4. The pastor may provide and offer literature, both 
periodicals and books, for his deacons, his treasurer and 
other workers. The churches should put at the dis- 
posal of the pastor a fund sufficient to meet this need. 

5. The pastor may plan special training schools in the 
church for the study of stewardship, giving, and church 
finances. Such schools will offer special courses of study 
for the deacons and other officers. Since our churches 
are democracies it is important that the members in gen- 
eral shall along with the officers pursue these studies. 
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6. With finances as with evangelism, organization 
and all other elements of church life, it is spirit and 
morale that chiefly count. In the creation of holy at- 
mospheres, the maintaining of genuine spiritual interest, 
the pastor will make his best contribution to the solu- 
tion of all the problems arising in church life. 

Finally it should be said that a just and careful ad- 
ministration of church business makes for easy financ- 
ing. People will give more freely if they feel that a rea- 
sonable economy has been practiced. Extravagance is 
usually a tendency and a peril of democracies. Any 
feeling that money has been wasted may affect the re- 
sponse when pledges are asked for another year. People 
will only give freely when they are fully informed as re- 
gards the needs and practices and plans of the church. 
Confessedly we have here a serious and most difficult 
problem. The business meetings of the church are usually 
held on week nights when comparatively small num- 
bers attend. The members may not be eager to secure 
the information which they ought to have. Neverthe- 
less tactful and persistent efforts should be made to in- 
form the membership as fully and as widely as possible. 
On such information must be based the hope for se- 
curing a general and generous support of the financial 
plans of the church. 

The maintenance of fellowship, the development of 
brotherliness, the deepening of the spiritual life, are es- 
sential if we will solve the money problem in our 
churches. Whoever forgets and neglects these continu- 
ous and fundamental processes ten months in the year 
and then thinks to put on a drive or a campaign to 
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secure pledges for another year during which the church 
is again to rest on its oars, is doomed to failure. If the 
church is kept wholesome and healthy, unified and spir- 
itual, it will function in happy and generous giving. 


STEWARDSHIP IN MISSIONS 145 


QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW AND EXAMINATION 


Cuapter I 


. What is the New Testament teaching concerning stewardship? 
. Show that this teaching is found in the Old Testament. 


On what are our Lord’s claims to ownership based? 


. How is the stewardship doctrine illustrated in the parable of 


Mr. Brown? 


. In what sense is one’s money a part of oneself? 
. Indicate some difficulties which we face in our effort to grasp 


and teach stewardship. 


. Show how stewardship levels up property and time. 
. Who is it that may be excused from a recognition of steward- 


ship? 


Cuapter IT 


. Partnership as well as stewardship is taught in the parable of 


the talents. How? 


. Illustrate the doctrine of partnership in the life of “Mr. Grant.” 
. Show how Jesus recognizes partnership when he says, “Render 


unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s and unto God the 
things which are God’s.” 


. What partnership lessons may be gleaned from the parable of 


the Rich Fool? 


. How does the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus suggest 


partnership? 


. Show how the idea of partnership may be recognized in Col. 


Charles A. Lindbergh. 


. Just how does the parable of John Smith enforce our partner- 


ship obligations? 


Cuapter III 


. Say something as to the peril of covetousness and show how a 


sense of stewardship will save us from this peril, 
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. What is your own reaction as regards the suggestion that the 


love of money is as terrible in its blight as the thirst for 
strong drink? 


. Are the preachers in our day guiding the thought of the people 


as regards money? 


. What of the perils of extravagance? 
. How may a right stewardship save us from the peril of 


extravagance? 


. Show that a sense of stewardship may make all property and 


business sacred. 


. How may a right attitude of stewardship solve the giving 


problem? 


Cuapter IV 


. Discuss the importance of motive. 

. God is good. Why is this a motive for giving? 

. What incentive is there for giving in what God is to us? 

. Show what challenge there is to give in the tasks with which 


God is engaged. 


. How is the church an incentive to giving? 
. Show that the world is reason for giving. 
. Why am I myself a motive for giving? 


CHAPTER V 


. How may the love of Jesus constrain men to give? 

. Show how the example of Jesus impels giving. 

. Does Jesus command men to give? 

. Recite instances in which Jesus commended giving. 

. Show how Jesus accepts giving. 

. What is meant by the suggestion that Jesus multiplies our 


gifts? 


. Does Jesus reward giving? How? 


CuHaptTer VI 


. A proper question for a steward is, “How much may I keep”? 


Why? 


. Indicate a safe guide for New Testament stewards. 
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. Is the author justified in his deductions concerning two broth- 


ers, one of whom was a minister and the other a capitalist? 
Why? 


. In what sense does the gospel demand that men shall be 


“unreasonable and unnatural’? 


. What may pastors do about prosperous members? 


Cuapter VII 


. Show by Scripture teaching in general that believers ought to 


give at least one-tenth of their income. 


. What are the teachings of Jesus as regards the giving of the 


tenth? 


. Indicate some “other favoring considerations.” 
. State and answer some objections to the tenth as a basis for 


Christian giving. 


. What does Dr. Skinner mean by his suggestion, “Let the tithe 


be converted”? 


. Tell how Mr. Wilson was induced to give the tenth. 
. What are some other types of giving besides that which comes 


out of income? 


Cuapter VIII 


. Why should men not give to be seen of men? 
. Why should giving be cheerful? 


What is meant by giving with searching of heart? 


. Why should giving be intelligent? 
. Why give according to a system? 


Cuapter IX 


. Indicate some reasons why the believer should give for the 


support of his church. 


. Suggest some reasons why the believer should give more 


largely for the support of his church. 
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CHAPTER X 


. List with brief comment some objects beyond the local church 


to which believers ought to give. 


. Why should believers give “for others”? 


Cuapter XI 


. What are some consequences of the co-ordinating of church 


agencies which is in progress? 


. What is meant by the budget plan of church finance? 

. Indicate some advantages of the budget plan. 

. How should the budget be prepared? 

. Suggest some methods for enlisting members in the financial 


support of the church. 


. Make some suggestions as regards the enlistment effort. 


What supplies are needed in connection with church financing? 


. Indicate lines along which gratifying progress has been made 


in the financial policies of the churches. 


. Outline the proposed “financing plan which has met with 


favor,” and indicate your own reaction to this proposal. 


CuHaprer XII 


. Should the church offer a single or a double budget? 
. Indicate some advantages of the single budget. 
. Say something as to the pastor’s relation to the finances of the 


church. 


. Show how a just and careful administration of church business 


may affect the response of the members to its financial ap- 
peals. 


. What bearing may the general spirit pervading the church have 


upon the giving of the people? 
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